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The Place Of Genealogy in the Plan of

Salvation.

ivery well-informed, consistent Latier-day Saint should
helieve in genealogy ds much as he believes in faith, repent-
ance, and baptism for the remission of sins; and this belief
shonld he manifested in works, the same as belief in baptism,
tithing or any other gospel principle i8 shown to be genuine
by tts fulfillment 1 actual practice. This statement, that every
Latter-day Saint should be a genealogist, may, atl firsl thought,
seem a little extreme. It will be necessary, therefore, to es-
tablish the proposition by briefly pointing out ihat the
Latter-day Sainis believe regarding the salvation of the human
race.

Summarized, it is this: God’s work and glory is to hring
to pass the immortality and eternal life of man; and this is
accomplished through the operations of eternal law., ““All
kingdoms have a law given,”’ says the Tord to the Prophet
Joseph Smith, ““and unto every law there are certain bounds
also and conditions. All beings who abide not in these condi-
tions arc not justified.”” On the other hand, all bheings are re-
decemed, justified, and perfected by obedience to the law given
for their particular time, place, and condition.

The law by which all human beings who tabernacle on this
carth may be justified and perfected was formulated in the
heavens before this world was. The Plan of Salvation for the
human race was there proclaimed, and we know it by the term,
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The primary and fundamental prineiples of this plan or
gospel are summarized by a recent writer as follows:
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“‘First: Faith in God the Father, in his Son Jesus Christ,
and in the Holy Ghost. We must accept them as the presiding
authorily in the heavens, who govern and control all things,
who are ommnipotent, just and true.

‘“Second : We must accept the infinite atonement of Christ.
belicving that he is the Redeemer of the world, both from

"Adam’s transgression and from our individual sins on condi-
tion of our repentance.

““Third: We must repent of all our sins, giving our hearts
to Qod, with the full intent of serving him.

“Fourth: We must be baptized in water for the remission
of our sins, lry one who is called of God and clothed with divine
authority to administer in the ordinances of the gospel.

“Fifth: We must have the hands of those holding au-
thority placed upon our heads, and through their ministration
receive the baptism of the Iloly Ghost—the Spirit of Truth
and ’rophecy that guides us in all truth.

“Sixth: We must be willing {o serve ihe Lord with all
our heart, mind and strength, I\eeplng his eommandments even-
unto the end.

“Upon these laws, salvation is based, and the promised
blessings arc unto all men.”’

These prineiples being fundamental cannot be changed or
annuled. They are co-equal and all-important. None of them
can be omitted from the perfect plan. They are equally bind-
ing on all men, who are subjeect to the law at all times, from the
days of Adam to the winding-up scene.

But it will readily be seen that many generations of men
have not received this law of the gospel among them., Through
one eause or another. not always known to us, ignorance of the
gospel of Jesus Christ has prevailed among many nations and
people. The question then naturally arises, What about those
“who have not received the gospel in this life 2 Not having known
the law, how ean these be justified? This problem has vexed
the religious world for centuries. Christ and His apostles
preached the universality of the gospel, yet there were
millions who did not receive it. Were they lost? Such
2 thought was terrible, and yet some religious teachers advo-
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cated it, choosing the irrevocableness of God’s law ratlier than
1lis merey and justice, when, to them, there seemed a conflict
or contradiction. They pointed out the fact which the Master
had proclaimed that ‘‘a man must be born of water and of the
spirit’” before he ean enter the kingdom. If this is true, they
reasoned, then those not born of water are not, neither can
be in the kingdom, for in this life only is water with whieh to
be born anew, and this life only is there time for repentance.
These theologians stumbled, and continued fo stumble, be-
enuse they have the half truth only. They are right in taking
the plain statement of the Savior that baptism is essential to

salvation, but they err in not knowing that the gospel can be
preached to those called the dead—those of the human race

who have laid down the mortal body, and who dwell in the
great world of spirits. How dense was the darkness of apostasy
may be scen by what was taught regarding those who had died
unsaved. [fere is onc sample only, taken from the wrilings
of Jonathan Edwards: '

“The Tord will trample, them under his feet with inex-
pressible fiereeness. Ile will erush their blood out and make it
fly, so that it will sprinkle his garments and stain all his
raiment; * * ¥ In gome heathen countries the manner of dis-
posing of dead bodies is to dig a pit and put in it a great
quantity of fuel, to put the dead bodies on the pile and set it
on fire. This is some image of the burning of dead souls in
hell. * * * The whole world will probably be converted into a
great lake or liguid globe of fire, a vast ocean of fire, in which
the wicked shall be tossed to and fro, having no rest day or
night. billows of fire continually rolling over their heads. They
shall be forever full of guick sense; their heads, their eyes,
their tongues, their hands, their feet, their loins, and their vitals
shall be forever full of glowing, melting fire, and also they shall
be eternally full of the most lively sense to feel the torment.
* * * The sight of hell torments will exalt the happiness of the
saints forever; it will really make their happiness the greafer,
it will give them a more lively relish of it-—oh, it will madke
them sensable how happy they are.”

Such horrible teachings seem inexcusable in the light of
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the seriptures.  Scholarvs, such as these teachers of terror
claimed to be, should have known better. They had the clear
teaching of the apostle Peter that the gospel was preached to
those that were dead, and they also had Paul’s declaration that
there were those who were baptized for the dead. The early
Christians had a knowledge of this truth. There is an inter-
esting Jegend handed down from those times, based on the
teachings of DPecter, that Christ, *‘Being put to death in the
flesh, but quickened by the spirvit, by which also he went and
preached unto the spirils in prison.” This Jegend is ealled
the ““Qospel of Nicodemus.”” Ilere is a synopsis of i1t taken
from Plumptree’s ““The Spirits in Prison’’:

“Karinus and Leucius, two sons of Simeon, were among
those who had arisen from their graves at the time of the
Resurrection, aud had appearcd to many. (Matt. 27:57.) They
tell the tale of what they had seen and heard in the world of
the dead. They were with their fathers in the thick darkness,
when suddenly there shone upon them a bright light as of the
sun.  Adam and the patriarchs and the prophets exalted at its
coming. Isaiah knew it to he the light that should shine upon
those who sal in the region of the shadow of death. Simecon saw
that it was the light to lighten the Gentiles, over which he
had rejoinced. The Baptist, doing also there the work of a
fore-rnnner, came to prepare the way, and to annonnce the
coming of the Son of God. Seth narrated how DMichael the
Archangel had told him, as he prayed at the gates of Paradise,
that one day, after five thousand five hundred years, the Son
of God would come to lead his father Adam into Paradise, and
to the tree of merey.

Meantime, Iadrs (here personified as an actor in the
drama) and Satan held eounsel with each other, and were full
of fear. 1le who had rescued so many of their vietims upon
earth, who had raised Lazarus from the grave, was now about
to invade their kingdom, and to free all who were shut up in
prison bound with the ehain of their sins.  And, as they spoke,
there was a ery as of thunder: ““Lift up your heads, O ye
gates, and be ye lifted up, ve everlasting doors, and the King
of Glory shall come in.”’ Ilades saught in vain to eclose the
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eales and to set fast the bars. David and Tsaiah uttered aloud
tlie prophecies in which they had foretold this vietory. Death
and {{ades trembled, and owned themselves couquered. They
saw that Oue had come to set free those who were fast bouud
with the evils of their natures, to shed light on those who were
blinded hy the thick darkoess of their sins. Ilades and Satan
wearied themselves in vain murmurs and reeriminations. Adan
and his children were rescued from the power of llades; Satan
and his hosts were left 1o take their places. Then the Lord
stretelied forth 1lis hand and said, “Come unto me all my
Saints who have my image and similitude.”” Adam awd the
Saints rose up from Ilades with psalms of jubilant thanks.
giving; prophets burst out into cries of joy. DMichael the
Archangel led them all within the gates of Paradise. There
they were met by Enoch and Elijah, who had not tasted death,
and were kept there until they should return to earth before
the comiug of Antichrist. There, too, was the repentant rob-
ber, bearing on his shoulders the cross to which he owed his

entranee within the gates. The cross on which the redemption
of mankind had been achieved was left, according to another

version of the legend, in Hades itself, as a perpetual witness
of the vietory thus gained, that the ministers of Death and
[Tades might not have power to retain any one whom the Lord
had pardoned.”’

The Fathers and the Reformers were divided on the ques-
tion whether or not there is hope for the unconverted dead.
Augustine, holding to the absolute necessity of baptism as a
condition of salvation. held out no hope for those who had died
unhaptized. Calvin carried this doetrine further, in thai he
applied it to infants also. Others were equally certain that in
this life only there is salvation. On the other hand, the ““Larger
Iope” had advecates even among the early Fathers. Origen,
who lived in the second century, taught o universal restoration,
saving that when each sinner shall have reeeived the penally
of hig sins, that God will, through Christ, lead the whole uni-
verse to one end. Later, this doctrine was condemned by the
(hurch of England, but later again declared not contrary to
her teachings. Prominent among the modern Eoglish divines
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who held out hope for the dead was Fredrick W. Farrar, Dean
of Canterbury. Ile delivered five sermons in Westminster
Abbey on ““Iiternal Tope,”” which hiave had wide publieily.

These good men have done well, but they have not gone
far enough. The (uestion still remains to be answered, What
about the saving ordinances of the gospel? T1f the gospel is
preached to the dead, is it all preached, or only a part? Surely,
faith is taught, and repentance. Buk what about baptism?

And here is where the world lay in darkness until the Lord
revealed through the Prophet Joseph Smith the principle of
salvation for the dead. Then the light burst forth, and per-
plexing questions were answered. The gospel is preached in
the spirit world—the gospel in its completeness, including
baptism in water for the remission of sins. The hving on the
earth may be baptized for the dead; and if the dead cxercise
faith and repentance, the earthly viearious work will be
eredited to them as if they had done it themselves. llere, then,
is harmony between the declaration of Jesus to Nicodemus
(John 3:3-6), and I’aul’s reference 1o baptism for the dead.
(1 Corx. 15:29).

It was on the 2lst of September, 1823, that the angel
Moroni announced the speedy restoration of these truths; and
on April 3, 1836, in the Kirtland Temple, Elijah the prophet
delivered the keys pertaining to the salvation of the dead to
Joseplt Smith and Oliver Cowdery. The time had come. The
hearts of the fathers should turn to the children, and the chil-
dren to the fathers, lest the whole carth should be smitten with
a curse.

Joseph received line upon line regarding his subject until
the Nauvoo Temple was ready for ordinance work. Tle had a

clear understanding of this restored prineiple. IHis later yvears
were taken up with it. When in exile because of enemics he

wrole to the Church on the subject. Ilerc are some things he
said .

“And now, my dearly beloved brethren and sisters, let
e assure you that these are principles, in relation to the dead
and the Jiving that eannot be lightly passed over, as pertaining
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to our salvation, for their salvation is necessary and essential
to our salvation. as Paul says concerning the fathers, ‘that they
without us cannot be made perfect, neither can we without our
dead be made perfect.” ”’

“It is sufficient to know * * * that the carth will be
smitten with a curse, unless there is a welding link of some
kind or other, between the fathers and the children, upon seme
subject or other, and behold what it that subject? It is ‘the
baptism for the dead. For we without them cannot be made
perfect; nceither can they without us be made perfect. Neither
ean they nor we be made perfect without those who have died
in the Gospel also; for it is necessary in the ushering in of the
dispensation of the [ulness of times, which dispensation is now
beginning to usher in, that a whole and complete and perfect
union and welding together of dispensations, and keys, and
powers, and glories should take place, and be revealed, from
the days of Adam even to the present time; and not only this,
but those things which never have been revealed from the
foundation of the world, but have been kept hid from the wise
and prudent shall be revealed unto babes and sueklings in this
the dispensation of the fulness of times.”” (Doe. & Cov.
128:15, 18.)

At another time Joseph said: *“The greatest responsibility
in this world that God has laid upon us is to seck after our
dead.”” Again, ‘“This doetrine was the burden of the seriptnres.
Those Saints who negleet 1t in behalf of their dececased rela-
tives, do it at the peril of their own salvation.”” Also, ““The
Saints have not too much time to save and redeem their dead.
and gather together their living relatives belore the earth will
he smilten.”

What then are the principles underlying this doetrine of
salvalion for the dead? Thesc at least may be named: Iirst,
that every soul, to be saved, must come under the unchanging
law of the gospel. Second, that the whole race must be bound
together into one eomplete chain. There must be a ““welding
Iink”” between the fathers and the children. The hearts of the
fathers and the children munst be turned to each other. The
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salvation of the fathers is necessary to our salvation. We can-
not go alone, unconnected, into the kingdom of our Iather.
Note again the wording of the angel’s message: The tie that
shall bind together the human race is not of cold compulsion,
hut hearts shall form the links from father to son from the
first man Lo the last. llow grand is the thought! ILove, the
eternal Father-love and Mother-love of Deity is the power that
shall link together the human race!

And now, what has all this to do with genealogy? I hope
the answer is alrcady apparent. This welding together, link
upon link, of the families of the earth can ounly be done by
gelting the names of the individuals composing these families
with certain facts regarding them, by which they can be identi-
fied—dates of birth, and of death, where they lived, and to
whom they were related. With these facts secured, proper

records can be made, and the binding together ecan be aceom-
plished, the work being done in the temples of the Lord. the

living for themselves as well as for the dead.

This work belongs ta the Latter-day Saints. It is a part of
the restored gospel which we have aecepted. The finding of
these names with the proper data accompanying is Lthe work of
the genealogist. 1fas not the opening statement been proved
true, that cvery TLatter-day Saint ought to be a practical
genealogist ?

As the Lord prepared this land to be a land of liberty for
the establishing of Ilis Church and Kingdom, so has the Lord
put into the hearts of the children of men to do preparatory
work for this salvalion for the dead. T'he hearts of the chil-
dren have been turned fo their fathers to a wonderful degree.
Previous to the revelations of God to Joseph Smith, there was
very little interest taken in gencalogical matters; but shortly
afterwards there was an awakening. In the year 1844 (about
the time when baptism for the dead was first being performed)
the first gencalogieal society was organized in this country at
Boston, Mags, It is the New England Ilistorieal and Genealogical
Socicty, and Is yet in a flourishing condition. Yrom that be-
ginning, many genealogical societies have been organized, both
in this conntry and Great Britain. These societies have for
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their object the eolleeting, preserving, and publishing of the
records of the past, both as pertains to towns and eities as well
as families.  The Boston society publishes a magazine which
is now in ifs sixty-fifth year. This magazine is now so valuable
that a complete set has been sold for as high as $400, and a
single volumce for $75. The librarian of this soeiely, answering
some questions which I asked him, says in a letter dated August
29, last:

“No one knows bow many volumes of gencalogy we have
in our library. We have never taken the trouble to ascertain

either llow many volumes of gencalogy or how many titles.
Our chief concern has been to secure everything possible in

this line in order that we might show any American gencalogy
alled for. We are siriving to malke this the court of last re-
sort. We have paid prices ranging from $5 to $150 ecach for
pamphlets and broadsides which really have but little use ex-
eept to make our eollections eomplete. As to this library’s
rank, it is unquestionably first of its kind anywhere, for three
reasons: first, its completeness in printed works; sceond. its
manuseript eollections; third, its duplicate copies.”’

The libravian of the Newberry Library of Chieago tells me
that they have in that library about 6,000 volumes upon gen-
calogy proper, besides about 3,000 volumes of town history,
many of which contain genealogical matter; and about 600 vol-
umes on heraldry and peerage. They have a wonderfully
complete index in this library which contains approximately
1.000,000 names. The Library of Congress eontains abont 4.500
genealogical volumes, besides a large number of works hearing
on genealogical matters,

The first American work on genealogy was published in
1771. The second in 1787. The third in 1813, In 1874 a total
of 400 genealogieal works was listed. From that time to the
present this class of publications has greatly inerecased. Tivery
vear secs a large number added to the list. The New Ingland
society reported in 1905 that it had heen instrumental in having
printed the- vital records of 37 towns in the state of Massa-
chusetts, and this good work is still going on. Other Ameriean
soricties ave active gathering, preserving, and publishing
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genealogical matters,  Thousands of individuals have bLeen
moved upon to spend mueh money and years of tinme to gather
their family reeords and issuc them in printed form.

A tidal wave of ancestry-searching has swept over the
counfry. Periodicals have sprung up which confine them-
selves exclusively to gencalogy. Newspapers are devoting de-
partments to it.

Librarians and the custodians of public records bear record
of this great movement. The libraries have become wonder-
fully popular, thronged by multitudes who have enrolled them-
sclves in {he army of amateur genenlogists.

“What is the subtle attraction which draw these multi-
tudes—the laseination which lures so many into genealogical
rescareh ?’’ asks a recent writer on the subject.

This awakening is not confined to the United States. In
every unation where the blood of Israel has been found more
abundantly, the hearts of the children have been turned to their
fathers. Germany, Holland, Switzerland. and the Scandinavian
countries have become interestedi in gathering and preserving
the reeords of the past, though not very much, as yet, has been
published. In Great DBritain, however, the interest is as keen
and as widespread as in the United States. George Minns, the
agent of the Utah Genealogical Society in Great Britain, re-
ecently wrote this:

““There is quite 2 busy hum in the genealogical hive at the
present time, which has been steadily increasing since 1 first
started on my career as record searcher, and there is evidence
of its continuing to inecrease to indefinite proportions as time
goes on. I have observed the gradual development of gen-
ealogical enterprises with the deepest interest; bave seen.the
birth of many county and other societies. All these have the
same objecet in view, namely, to bring to light the documents
now nore or less obseure, to preserve their valuable coutents
fram possible loss through injury or natural decay; and to
print, index, and disseminate the annals of the past.

“The result of all this labor facilitates genealogical re-
seareh immensely. It is a great and a good work. Owing to
{the many hundreds of thousands of unarranged documents
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dispersed through the country, and the lack of adequate finan-
cial support. it will require many years to accomplish the print-
ing and indexing of them all. Many as the difficulties are,
there are a great mumber of persons of both sexes spending
their time, talents, energy and means to further the cause. A
good many of the old records, now hidden away in the nooks
and coruers of the ““Old Country,”’ are either practically un-
known or umsuspected of having anything of interest to
impart.”’

In the providences of the Lord the time came for some
organization to be effected that would help the Latter-day
Saints in their important work of searching after their dead;
therefore, on Tuesday, November 13, 1894, at a meefing held
in the listorian’s Office, Salt Lake City, the Genealogical So-
cicty of Utah was organized. A document had been prepared
and signed by the following: Wilford Woodruft, George Q.
Cannon, Joseph I?. Smith, John Nicholson, James IT. Anderson,
Amos Milton Musser, Lorenzo Snow, Franklin 1. Richards,
James B. Walkley, Abraham I, Cannon, George Reynolds,
John Jaques, and Duncan M. McAllister. The document stated:

““We, the undersigned, members of the Chureh of Jesus
Chirist of Latter-day Saints, do hereby associate ourselves to-
gether in an organization to be known by the name and style
of ‘The Genealogical Society of Utah,” the purposes of which
are benevolent, educational and religious—peeuniary profit
not being the object; benevolent in eollecting, compiling, es-
tablishing and maintaining a genealogical library for the use
and beneflit of its members and others; educational in dissemi-
nating information regarding genealogical malters; religious
in acquiring reeords of deceased persons in comnmection with
ordinances of the religion of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
as that religion is undersiood in the doctrines and discipline
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and set forth
in the revelations of God; sald association to be conducted in
harmony with the rules and order of said Chureh.””

Chureh Ilistorian, Ifranklin D. Richards, tendered the lavge
upper room in the Ilistorian’s Building for the use of the
Society, which it still occupies.
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The Society’s growlh was slow in the beginning, but within
the past few years it has developed wonderfully. owing to’the
keen interest and active work’ of its officers and committee
workers. In 1895 the Society had 28 life and 20 annual mem-
bers. TIn the library were deposited about 100 volumes, Up:
to date there have been 738 life and 1,712 annual members
admiited 1o the Society. A few of thesc life members have, of
course, died, and perhaps one-fonrth of the annual members
have at the present date not renewed their membership; but
these figures will give an idea of the growth of the Soeciety.
There are now 2,000 volumes of gencalogical works in the
library. These consist largely of American and English family
history, vital records, parish registers, town and couunty his-
tories, bound volumes of genealogical magazines, including a
complete set of New Ingland Historieal and Genealogieal
Reeord, charts, and other publications bearing on the subject
of gencalogy and history. A beginning has been made in
Seandinavian. German, Duteh, French, and Italian genealogies,
with prospeets of substantial additions to these sections, The
library is open to members each week from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m.,
excepting Satwrday, when it closes at 1 o’cloek. A librarian is:
present to help beginners in the work. The membership fees
of the Society are: life membership, $10, with two years in
which to pay it; and annual membership, which costs $2 the
firsl year and $1 yearly thereafter,

This, then, is the Society that presents itself before the
Latter-day Saints for their encouragemecnt and support. The
belief of our people on the subject of salvation for the dead
makes il of the utmost importance that every printed record
of the dead, dealing with names, dates, and relationships, ought
to be accessible to the Latter-day Saints. DBeecause of the
Iimited demand for such books, usnally no more than 150 copics.
are printed. This makes the books costly—and yet we ought
to have them. Ivery year an cver-inercasing nwnber of such
books are being printed. The Dritish parish register societies
are ssning two or 1hree volumes each year. The Genealogical
Sociely of Utah subscribes for all sueh books as soon as-they
are issucd.  Books are also being printed in foreign nations,
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and we ought to have all of these, as fast as they come from
the press. But this takes money, hence the need for the mem-
bership fees. -

The question is frequently asked, What advantage will
come to me by my becoming a member of the Gencalogical
Society? It is yet human to want to know what the personal
gain will be by an investment in time or means. Some say
they cannot use the library because they do net live in Salt
Lake City. Others excuse themselves by the faet that there
are no or few books in the library containing their family
names.

Although many have obtained thousands of names from
our hooks, and there are thousands of names yet awaiting the
scarcher, yet no one can be assured that his family name or
genealogy can be found in the records of the library. But
what of that? Do the Saints ask to be assured before they will
accept a call to go on a mission that they shall reach some of
their own kin with the gospel? Tn any good work of the
Church. does it matter just who are benefited? All sclfishness
is climinated from the work for the dead. Ome soul is as
precious as another, and all should have an equal chance for
salvation. What if those from a distance cannot, at present,
make personal use of the library. Dy their membership sup-
port they are giving opportunity to someone clse. And who
shall say who is doing more, he who does the work or he who
makes it possible. ““No man liveth to himself, and no man
dieth to himself.”” The whole human race is hound together.
by the relationship of blood, and kinship with God; therefore
no good deed can be done to or in behalf of any fellow heing
bul that will become part of the great whole of good which
1s to save the race.

The Genealogical Society publishes the <“Utah Genealogieal
and Historical Magazine’ to assist in its work. The magazine
is exchanged with many others of its kind, and many valuable
books are obtained by review notices in its columns. Speeial
attention is called to the volume for 1912, because, De-
sides-the many articles of general and family history, there
will be published a series of lessons in gencalogy written es-
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peeially for the Soeciety by Sister Susa Young Gates. Sisler
(lates has for some years been instructor in eclasses for the
study of genealogy, and these lessons are an outgrowth of her
work. They will be invaluable to all who wish to make a
beginning in the work, as they are practical and helpful.

In conclusion, let me suggest the future of this work. I see
the records of the dead and their histories gatherd from every
nation under heaven to one great central library in Zion—the
largest and best equipped for its particular work in the world.
Braneh libraries may be established in the nations, but in Zion
will be the rceords of last resort and final authority. Trained
genecalogists will find eonstant work in all nations having un-
published records, scarching among the archives for families
and family connections. Then, as temples multiply, and the
work enlarges to its ultimate proportions. this Society, or some
organization growing out of this Socicty, will have in its care
some claborate, but perfect system of exact registration and
checking, so that the work in the temples may be conducted
without confusion or duplication. And so throughout the years,
reaching into the Millenium of peace, thizs work of salvation
will go om, until every worthy soul that can he found from
carthly records will have been searched out and officiated for;
and then the unscen world will come to our aid, the broken
links will be joined, the tangled threads will be placed in order,
and the purposes of God in placing salvation within the reach
of all will have been consummated.

We live in the day of small beginnings, as far as this work
is concerned. We arve still pioneers. We are but helping to
lay the foundation of the ‘‘Marvelous work and a wonder that
is about to come forth among the children of men.”” And now,
in the words of the Prophet Joseph Smith (Doec. & Cov.
12:19-24) + ““What do we hear in the gospel which we have
received? A voice of gladness! a voice of mercy from heaven;
and a voice of truth out of the earth; glad tidings for the dead;
olud tidings of great joy: how beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of those that bring glad tidings of good things;
and thatl say unto Zion, behold, thy God reigneth! * * * *

“Brethren, shall we not go on in so great a cause? Go
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forward, and not backward. Courage, brethren; and on, on
to the victory. Let your hearts rejoice, and be exceeding glad.
Let the earth break forth into singing. Let the desd speak
forth anthems of cternal praise to the King Immanuel. who
hath ordained before the world was, that which would enable
us to redeem them out of their prison; for the prisoners shall
go free. * *

*‘Behold, the great day of the Lord is at hand, and who
can abide the day of his coming, and who can stand when he
appearcth; for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap;
and he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he shall
purify the sons of Levs, and purge them as gold and silver, that
they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. Lot
us therefore, as a Chureh and a people, and as Latter-day Sainis,

offer unto the Lord an offering in righteonsness, anid let us
present in his holy temple, when it is finished, a book con-
taining the records of our dead, which shall be worthy of all
aceeptation.”’
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