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INTRODUCTION.

It is generally believed by the people of the world that the Latter-
day Saints, or, as they are more commonly called, “Mormons,” teach
doctrines that are false and misleading, and, therefore, contrary to
the teachings of the Bible. It is for the purpose of correcting this
erroneous belief, and at the same time to set the *principles of the
Gospel in plainness before the World, that the following pages have
been written. I have put the Latterday Saints on trial by the World.
The former are called upon to give reason for the hope that is within
them. To aid them in their defence, the Saints call as witnesses a
number of the early Prophets and Apostles. With the assistance of
these witnesses the Saints prove most conclusively that their doetrines
are in perfect harmony with the teachings of Christ and His Apostles.
I appeal to the reader to examine the evidence carefully, to “Prove

all things,” and to “hold fast that which is good."—W. A. M.



“Tet us dream no dreams and tell no lies, but go on our way, wherever iv may lead
us, with our eyes open and our heads erect. If death ends all, we cannot meet it better.
If not, let us enter, whatever be the next scene, like honest men, with no sophistry in
our mouths and no masks on our faces.,”—S18 James F. STEPHEN,

- »

THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS AND THE WORLD.

[.—THE GODHEAD.

T WorLD:—We understand, Latter-day Saints, that you are delighted
when an opportunity presents itself that enables you to explain to the world
the faith which youn believe in'!

Latter-day Saints:—That is true. We are always ready to give, to every
one that asks of us, a reason for the hope that is within us; for, like the
Apostle Paul, “we are not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ ; for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.”

The World:—You testify most positively that you know that Joseph Smith
was & Prophet of God ; that the Church of which you are members was estab-
lished by Divine Revelation. You claim that it is the only trae Church on
the earth, and the only Church which teaches the Gospel of Jesus Christ in
its fulness?

Latter-day Saints:—That is our position exactly. We testify that God the
Father and Jesus Christ His Son appeared to the boy, Joseph Smith, in the
year 1820. We further testify that the angel which John the Revelator pre- .
dicted would “fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to
preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and
give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment has come: and worship
him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters;”
(Bevelation 14: 6-7) came to Joseph Smith, and that Joseph Smith was
a Prophet of God. We claim that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints is, indeed, the true Church of Christ; that it was established and
named by Him ; that it has the same officers, holding the same Divine Author-
ity, as the primitive Church, namely, “Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors,
Teachers, etc.” (Eph. 4: 11.) We profess to be teaching the very same Gos-
pel that was taught by Christ and His Apostles. We contend that there is
but one true Gospel. Jesus said, “Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,
that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” (Matt, 7: 14) Paul
taught: “There is one body, and one spirit, even as ye are called in one hope
of your calling: one Lord, one faith, one baptism.” (Eph.4:4,5.) He further
said: “Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto
you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.
{Gal. 1: 8.)
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The World :—Well, we have decided to follow the admonition of the Apostle-
Panl—*Prove all things ; hold fast that which is good” (I. Thes, 5: 21)—and,
if you have no objeetion, we would like to put you on trial and judge you,
according to the law and the testimony, that we may learn whether the doc-
trines which you teach are of God or whether you speak of yourselves.

Latter-day Saints:—We are quite willing to be put on trial, and to be
judged as you have proposed, according to the law and the testimony ; for, as
the Prophet Tsaiah said, if we speak not according to the law and the testi-
mony there iz no light in us. (Isaiah 8: 20.) We have many witnesses
who are ready and willing to testify in our behalf. They are men whose tes-
timony cannot be questioned. They 2re not men who have followed canningly
devised fables, but who were eye-witnesses of the things of which they will
testify. If it please the court, we are ready; let the trial begin.

The World :—The first offence with which you are charged is that of teach-
ing that the Godhead is composed of three separate and physically distinct
Persons. This, as you must know, is contrary to the teaching of all the
churches, especially the Church of England. That church teaches that the
Godhead is composed of three Persous, namely, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
and that these three are one in substance, equal in power and glory. Here is
an extract from the Book of Common Prayer: “And the Catholick Faith is
this: That we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity ; neither con-
founding the Persons: nor dividing the substance. For there is one Person of
the Father, another of the Son: and another of the Holy Ghost. But the
Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one: the
Glory equal, the Majesty co-eternal. * * * The Father eternal, the Son
eternal: and the Holy Ghost eternsl. And yet they are not three eternals:
but one eternal. * * * So the Father is God, the Son is God: and the
Holy Ghost is God. And yet they are not three Gods: but one God.” (Book
- of Common Prayer, pp. 21, 22.)

Latter-day Saints:—We are aware that that is the teaching of the Church
of England, but it is not the teaching of Christ or of His disciples. We have
a witness named John who was intimately acquainted with the Son of God,
whom we consider & most competent authority to speak on this matter, He
*s ready to be examined.

The World :—We will be pleased to hear his testimony.

TESTIMONY OF JOAN

The World :—What is your name!

John:—My name is John, sometimes called the Baptist,

The World:—We understand that you area disciple of the Lord Jesna
Christ?

John:—1I am.

The World :—Were you personally acquainted with the Messiah?

John:—I1 was. [am His cousin. I was associated with Him during His
ministry.

The World:—Is it true that you were sent before His face to prepare.
His way!?
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John:—Itis. The Lord sent an angel to my father, as he prayed in the
temple in Jerusalem, who promised him a son who would go before the face
of the Lord and make His paths straight. I am that son.

The World :—Were you called of God to do that work?!

John:—1 was. When the angel appeared to my father, he said unto him,
“Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elizabeth shall
bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. * * * And many of
the children of Israel shall he tarn to the Lord their God. And he shall go
before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers
to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready
a people prepared for the Lord.” I also cite to you the testimony of John as
recorded in his Gospel, which reads as follows: * There was a man sent from
(God whose name was John,” (John1: 6.)

The World :—What was the nature of your mission?

John:—I was sent to preach repentance and water baptism. I preached in
the wilderness of Judwa, saying unto the people, “Repent ye: for the king-
dom of heaven isat hand.” (Matt, 3: 1, 2.)

The World :—Were you able to bring many people unto repentance !

John:—Yes, a great many. Mark has made the following record concerning
my missionary labors: “And there went out unto him all the land of Juda,
and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river Jordan, con-
fessing their sins.” (Mark 1:5.)

The World: —Have you ever heard the voice of God}

John :—1I have, on several occasions.

The World :—Mention one of them.

John:—He spoke to me when I did not know that Jesus, my cousin,
was His Only Begotten Son. He said to me, “Upon whom thoun shalt see

“the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth
with the Holy Ghost,” (John 1: 33, 34.)

The World:—Did you baptize Jesus Christ?

John :— I did.

The World :—When Christ came to be baptized what did you say to Him?

John:—T said, ‘I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to
me!” (Matt. 3; 14.)

The World:—What answer did Jesus make?

John:—He said: “Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfill
all righteousness.” (Mark 3: 15.)

The World:—So you baptized the Christ.

John :—T did.

The World :—-What tock place at His baptism?

John :—That which is recorded in Matthew 3: 16-17; “Jesus when he was"
baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and lo, the heavens wers
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and
Jlighting upon him: and there came a voice from heaven, saying, This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

The World:—Then, John, according to your testimony, the three Person-
ages Who constitute the Godhead are not one in substance, but are separate
-and distinet?




+ THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS AND THE WORLD,

John ;—They are certainly separate and distinct Personages. When Jusus
came up out of the water, after His baptism, and while He stood on the bank
of the river, the Spirit of God descended like a dove and lighted upon Him,
and at the same time the voice of the Father was heard from heaven, saying,
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” These things I both
saw and heard : T saw Jesus on the bank of the river; I saw the Spirit of God
descend from heaven like a dove and rest upon Christ; I heard the voice of
(od out of heaven bear testimony that Jesus was His beloved Son.

The World (to the Latter-day Saints):—The testiniony of the witness
John is certainly very clear and convincing. Have you any other witnesses
to prove that the Godhead consists of three separate Persons!

Latter-day Saints:—We have several. Here is the Apostle Peter.

The World :—We will listen to his testimony.

PETER'S EVIDENCE.

The World.—Your name is Simon Peter!

Peter ;—1It is,

The World:—Are you also one of Christ’s disciples?

Peter :—1I am one of His apostles.

The World:—Prior to your call to the ministry what was your occupation?

Peter :—1 was a fisherman.

The World:—How did yon receive your call to the ministry!

Petar :—I was called by Christ Himself.

The World:—Is there a record of your ordination

Peter :—There is. You will find it recorded in the Gospel according to
Saint Mark, as follows: “And he ordained twelve, that they should be with
him, and that he might send them forth to preach.” (Mark 3: 14). Tam one
of the T'welve.

The World:—Do you believe that God the Father, Jesus Christ His Son,
and the Holy Ghost are three Persons in one substance!

Peter :—1 do not.

The World:—Can you furnish evidence that they are separate Personages?

Peter :—1I can.

The World :—We will listen to your evidence.

Peter :—On one occasion Jesus took James and John and me up into a
high mountain apart by ourselves, and there He was transfigured before us.
His face shone as the sun and His raiment became as white as snow. We
beheld two heavenly messengers come to Jesus and talk with Him, They
were Moses and Elias. They spoke to Him of His death which He should
accomplish at Jerusalem. We were very much astonished at the things which
we saw, and as soon as Moses and Elias had departed I went to Jesus and
said to Him, “Master, it is good for us to be here: let us make three taber-
nacles: one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.” (Luke 9: 33.)
While I was speaking a cloud came and overshadowed us, and there came a
voice out of the cloud, saying, “This is my beloved Son: hear him.” (Luke
9: 34, 35.)

The World:—Was there a record made of what took place on the occasion
of which you speak!
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Peter:—There was, It is recorded in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and
Lnke. (Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9) I also made a record of it in
my second general epistle, as follows: “For he received from God the
Father honor and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the
.excellent glory, Thisis my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And
this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the
holy mount.” (IL Peter 1: 17.18.) Jesus, in speaking to us on one occa-
sion, said: “I came forth fromthe Father, and am come into the world : again,
I leave the world, and go the Father” (Johm 16: 23.) Now, surely you
would not have me interpret Jesus' saying as meaning that He had come from
Himself and was going to return to Himself? 1 was with the Savior during
that awful night in the Garden of Gethsemane when in the angnish of His
soul He prayed, “*Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take away
this cup from me: nevertheless not what T will, but what thou wilt.” (Mark
14: 36) [ did not understand Jesus on that occasion to be praying to Him-
self.

The World :—The witness is excused.

The Latter-day Saints: —Here are James and John, who will corroborar:
the testimony of Peter,

The World :—James, you have heard the testimony of the Apostle Peter,
what have yon to say concerning it}

James :—1 corroborate it in every particular. I was also on the mount and
heard the voice of God bearing testimony that Jesus was His Only Begotten
Son.

The World :—The witndss is excused.

The World:—John, you bave listened to the testimony of your fellow-
apostle, what have you to say concerning it?

John:—It gives me pleasure to corroborate it. He has spoken the truth,
and nothing but the truth. 1 likewise heard the voice of the Father, saying,
“This ia my beloved Son, hear ye him.”

The World:—That is all. (To the Latter-day Saints):—Have you any more
witnesses |

The Latter-day Saints:—We have one more, a man who laid down his life
for the truth's sake ; his name is Stephen.

STEFPHEN'S TESTIMONY.

‘The World :—What is your name!

Stephen :—My name is Stephen.

The World :— What position did you hoeld in the Christian Church 1

Stephen :—1I was one of the seven men who were set apart by the apostles
#0 look after the temporal needs of the widows in the church. (Acts 6.)

The World :—Did you also proclaim publicly the (Gospel, and bear testimony
to the divinity of Jesus!

Stephen:—I did.

The World :—How was your testimony received by the people?

Stephen :—They denounced me as a blasphemer. On one oceasion when
was preaching to them they gnashed on me with their teeth. (Acts7:54)

The World :—What happened at that time!
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Stephen :—The Lord filled me with the Holy Ghost and opened the heavens:
to me.

The World :—What did you behold when the heavens were opened !

Stephen :—1I beheld God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God.
(Acts T: 55.)

The World:—You say that you saw God, and Jesus standing ou His right
hand. Then, God and Jesus must be two separate Beings?

Stephen :—Certainly. Jesus was not standing at His own right hand.

The World :—You bore testimony to what you saw!

Stephen :—1I did.

The World :—How did the people receive your testimony ?

Stephen:—It cost me my life. They stoned me to death. (Acts 7:
59, 60.) '

The World:—That is all.

Latter-day Saints:—It is not necessary to call any more witnesses. We
have proved, most conclusively, that God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son,
and the Holy Ghost are three separatzand distinct Personages. John proved
that, when he testified that he saw Jesus standing on the bank of the Jordan ;
then he beheld the Spirit of God descend from heaven like a dove and rest
upon the Messiah, and at the same time he heard the voice of God testify
that Jesus was His Only Begotten Son. Peter testified that when James and
John and himself were on the mount with Jesus they heard the voice of God
testify that Jesus was His Beloved Son. James and John corroborated his
testimony, Stephen testified that he, being filled with the Holy Ghost, had
the heavens opened to him, and he saw God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of His Father,

The World ;—The evidence which you have produced is, indeed, incontro-
vertible, It is, to be sure, contrary to the teachings which we have received
in the churches and from our fathers. But we now call to mind the words of
the Prophet Jeremiah, “O Lord, my strength and my fortress, and my refuge
in the day of affliction, the Gentiles shall come unto thee from the ends of the
earth, and shall say, Surely our fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and thiags
wherein there is no profit.” (Jeremiah 16: 19.)




IIL.—THE PERSONALITY OF GOD.

Tag WorLD (to the Latter-day Saints):—Is it true, as we have been told,
that you believe and teach that God the Father is a personal Being, possessing
a definite form, with bodily parts and spiritual passions?

Latter-day Saints:—Such is our belief and teaching,

The World :—This also is contrary to the teachings of almost every church
in Christendom. The Church of England, in the first of the “Articles o
Religion,” published in its Prayer Book, says: “There is but one living ar’
true Qod, everlasting, without body, parts or passions; of infinite powe,
wisdom and goodness.”

Latter-day Saints:—We believe in the God of the Bible and not in the god
of any prayer book. We believe in the God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and
of Jacob; the God of all the holy Prophets, and the Father of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. We have witnesses on our side whose testimonies can-
not be impeached. They are men who can testify from actual experience,
men who saw God, and who conversed with Him face to face, and whose
testimonies should, therefore, be worthy of all acceptation.

The World:—We will be pleased to listen to your witnesses. Let the first
witness be called.

Latter-day Saints:—The first witness who will testify in our behalf is
Abraham, “the father of the faithful and the friend of God.”

ABRAHAM'S TESTIMONY.

The World:—What is your name!

Abraham:—My name is Abrabam. I was at first cailed Abram, but the
Lord changed my name to Abraham. (Genesis 17:5.)

The World:—Have you ever had a revelation from God?

Abraham:—I have had many.

The World:—Relate one.

Abraham :—When my wife and I were residing with my parents in Haran
the Lord spoke to me, saying, “ Abram, get thee out of thy country, and from
thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee :
and I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy
name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: and I will bless them that bless
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all the families of the
earth be blessed. (Genesis 12:1-3.)

The World:—You were, of course, obedient to the Lord?

Abraham:—I was. T took my wife, Lot, my brother’s son, and all those
who believed what the Lord had said to me, and, with our substance, we set out
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for the land of Canaan. While we were camped in the plain of Moreh the
Lord appeared unto me and said, “Unto thy seed will [ give this land.”
(Genesis12: 7.)

The World :—Where you visited by the Lord on any other occasion?

Abraham:—I was. Iwas ninety-nine years old at the time. We were living'
in the plains of Mamre. The Lord appeared to me there and said, “T am the
Almighty God; walk before me and be thou perfect. And I will make my
covenant between me and thee, and I will mnltiply thee exceadingly, * * *
As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of
many nations. * * * And I will make thee exceedingingly fruitful, and
I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.” (Genesis
17: 1-6.)

The World:—Is it true that on one occasion when you were living in a tent
in the plains of Mamre you were visited by the Lord and two angels?

Abraham:—It is true. I shall never forget that day.

The World:—Will you be kind enough to tell us what took place on that
occasion !

Abraham:—I was sitting in the teat door in the heat of the day, and on
looking up I beheld three men, as I supposed, coming toward me. I went out
to meet them, and as they drew near I saw that one of them was the Lord 3
the other two were angels. As soon as I beheld the Lord, I bowed myself
toward the ground, and said, “My Lord, if now I have found favor in thy
sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant: let a little water, T pray
you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: and
I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall
pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant.” And they said, “So do,
as thou hast said.” So | hastened into the tent to Sarah, my wife, and said
to her, “Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make
cakes upon the hearth.” I then ran unto the herd, and got a calf, tender and
good, and gave it to a young man ; and he hastened to dress it As soon as
the food was ready I took butter, and milk, and the meat which the young
man had dressed, and set it before the Lord and the angels, and I stood by
under the tree while they did eat.” (Genesis 18:1-8,) When the meal was
finished the Lord told me that my wife Sarah would bear me a son in her
old age, He also told me of the destruction which He had decreed against
Sodom and Gomorrab. Then the Lord went His way and the two angels
went over to Sodom to warn Lot to leave the doomed city. (Genesis 18; 33 :
also 19th chap.)

The World: —Why, Abraham, your testimony astonishes us. We have
always been taught that God had neither body, parts, nor passions; and now
you come forward and testify that He has all three.

Abraham :—I have testified of things which I have seen with my own eyes;
I saw the Lord and talked with Him face to face, as one man talks with
another.

The World:—We have no further questions to ask the witness.

Latter-day Saints:—We have another witness who is prepared to give as
strong and as irrefutable evidence as the previous one. His name is Moses,

The World :—We will listen to his testimony.
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TESTIMONY OF MOSES.

The World :—Your name is Moses?

Moses :—It is.

The World :—Where were you born?

Moses :—I was born in Egypt, of Hebrew parents.

The World :—Who was king i Egypt at the time of your birth?

Moses -—Pharaoh.

The World :—It is true that at the time of your birth Pharach made a
decree that all the male children of the Hebrews were to be thrown into the
river Nile?

Moses :—It ia.

The World:—How did you escape the fate of the others?

Moses :—My mother made a little ark of bulrushes, daubed it with slime
and pitch, and placing me in it she took the ark down and left it on the flags
by the river’s brivk. In a short time Pharaoh’s daughter came down to the
river. Seeing the ark, she requested her maid to fetch it. On removing the
cover, she beheld me in tears, Her heart was touched, and she decided to
keep me as her own child. My sister Miriam, who was in hiding near by,
came forward and proffered to get a nurse for the baby. The king’s daughter
gave her permission to do so, so she went and brought my mother. When my
mother arrived, Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and
purse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages.” (Exodus 2: 9.) So my
mother had the pleasure of raising her own child, and was well paid for doing
s0. When T was grown I was taken to the court of Pharaoh, and adopted by
his danghter, I was treated as though I were her own son and was taught in
all the learning of the Egyptians.

The World:—You did not take very well to Egyptian court life’

Moses:—I did not; I would much rather have been with my own people.
I finally ran away from Pharach and went to Midian, where I fell in love with
and married Zipporah, a daughter of Jethro, a priest of Midian, (Exodus
2:21.)

The World:—What occupation did you follow |

Moses:— I was a sheep-herder ; I tended the flocks of my father-in-law.

The World:—We have been told that one day while you were herding the
sheep you had a heavenly manifestation ; is the report true?

Moses:—It is. While I was tending the sheep one day I beheld a burning
bush. 1 went over to see the strange sight, and as I approached the bush
God called unto me out of the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses.”
And I said, “Here am I.” And He said, “Draw not nigh hither: put off thy
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.
Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” (Exodus 3: 4-6.) On hearing that, I hid
my face; for I was afraid to look npon God. Then the Lord said unto me,
*1 have surely seen the afflictions of my people which are in Egypt, and have
heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters ; for I know their sorrows. * * #
Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them, The Lord
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared
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unto me, saying, I have surely visited you, and seen that which is done to
you in Egypt and I have said, I will bring you up out of the aflliction of
t, ¥ * * untoa land flowing with milk and honey.” (Exodus 3.)

The World :—Did you do as the Lord commanded you?

Moses:—I did, and the Lord, in His infinite mercy, and by many signs
and wonders, brought the children of [srael up out of Egypt into their own
land.

The World: —Have you seen the Lord on any other occasion?

Moses:—1 have. On one occasion I talked with Him face to face. I was
in the tabernacle at the time. A cloudy pillar descended and stood at the
door of the tabernacle, and the Lord talked with me. And all the peopls saw
the clondy pillar stand at the tabernacle door: and all the people rose up and
worshipped, every man in his tent door. And the Lord spake unto me face
to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. (Exodus 33:9-12.) Later He hid
me in the cleft of a rock, and as He passed by, in His glory, I bebeld His
back parts. (Exodus 33: 22-23.)

The World:—Did any of your associates ever see the Lord 1

Moses:—Yes, Aaron, Nadab, Abihun and seventy of the elders of Israel and
myself saw the Lord on one oceasion. (Exodus 24: 9, 10.)

The World:—Is it true that you spent forty days and forty pights with the
Lord on Mount Sinai?

Moses:—It is. It was on that occasion that He gave me two tables of stone
on which He had written with His own finger the ten commandments for the
children of Israel.

The World:—Moses, we recognize you as one who is fully competent to
speak on this important matter. You have seen the Lord a number of times ;
you have talked with Him face to face; you have been with Him for forty
days and forty nights at one time ; now, we would like you to describe to us,
just as plainly as you can, the true and the living God.

Moses :—1 tell you in plainness and in all truth, that God is just like a per-
fect man. If you could see God to-day you would see Him just as Abraham
saw Him, just as I saw Him, in the form of man, for man was made in the
image of God. (Genesis 1: 27.)

The World :—Thank you ; that is all.

Latter-day Saints (to the World):—Surely the testimony of these two wit-
nesses ought to be enough to convince you that the God whom we worship—
a Qod with body, parts and passions—is, indeed, the true God, the God of the
Bible. But these are not all our witnesses, We have others, whose testimon-
ies we desire you to hear.

The World :—Les them come forward.

Latter-day Saints :—Thomas, the World desires to hear your testimony.

TESTIMONY OF THOMAS,

The World :—Were you acquainted with the Lord Jesus Christ when He
was on the earth?

Thomas:—1 was,

The World :—What position did you hold in the Church of Christ?

Thomas:—1 was an Apostle,
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The World :—Did you see the Savior after His resurrection?

Thomas:—I did. I at first considered the news too good to be trne. When
the other Apostles told me that they had seen the risen Lord, I said, *Except
I see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of
the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.”

The World :—Did Christ show Himself to you after that?

Thomas:—He did. Eight days later T was with the Apostles in a house in
Jerusalem when the Sayior appeared in our midst. Assoon as He eatered
the room He said, “Peace be unto you.” Then turning to me, He said,
“Thomas, reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands ; and reach hither thy
hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.” (John
20: 26, 27.) I recognized Him at once, and I exclaimed, “My Lord and my
God !”

The World:—You saw the print of the nails in His bands, and the mark
of the spear in His side!

Thomas:—I did.

The World;—Then, He must have appeared to you in the same body in
which He was crucified !

Thomas:—He did, in the very same body of flesh and bones, but quickened
by Spirit. (Luke 24: 39.)

The World:—Did you ses Him after that?

Thomas:—I did, & number of times. One evening Simon Peter, Nathaniel
of Capa, the sons of Zebedee, two other disciples and 1 went out fishing.
We fished the entire night, but caught nothing. As we were returning in
the morning, we saw a “man,” as we supposed, standing on the shore, He
asked us if we had any meat, and we answered that we had not. He told us
to cast our net on the right side of the ship. We did so, and to our astonish-
ment we caught o’.2 hundred and fifty-three fishes. John was the first to
recognize the “man” on the shore, and as soon as he saw who He was, he ex-
claimed, “Tt is the Lord!” On hearing that, Peter jumped into the sea and
swam to the shore. We were delighted to meet our beloved Redeemer once
again. The Lord had prepared a fire of coals, and had some fish cooked. He
invited us to come and dine with Him, which we did, and ate heartily of bread
and fish, That was the third time that Jesus showed Himself to us after His
resurrection. (John 21.)

The World:—Were you present at the ascension of Christ?

Thomas :—1I was,

The World:—Tell us what took place on that occasion,

Thomas:—Just before His ascension He said to us, *Ye shall receive power,
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judwa, and in Samaria, and unto the utter-
most part of the earth” (Aects1:8) Assoon as He had finished speaking
He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of our sight. As we stood
gazing after Him, two men dressed in white apparel appeared, and, addressing
us, said, “Ye men of Galiles, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner
as ye have seen himr go into heaven.” (Acts 1st chap.)

The World :—That is all, Thomas.
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Latter-day Saints (to the world) :—We have proved by the last witness, an
Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, that Christ arose from the grave in the
same body which was nailed to the cross, but immortalized ; in that body He
appeared to His disciples; in that same body He made a fire of coals on the
shore and prepared food, which He ate with His disciples; in that same body
He ascended into heaven; in that same body He shall come again to the
earth.

The World :— What evidence have you that Christ will come again in His
crucified body!?

Latter-day Saints;—We have the testimony of the Prophet Zechariah.

The Weorld :—We will hear what he has to say.

TESTIMONY OF ZECHARIAH,

The World ;— Your name is Zechariah

Zechariak :—1It is.

The World :— Were you a Prophet in Israel?

Zachariah :—T1 was so honored of the Lord.

The World :— Did you prophesy concerning the second coming of Christ}

Zechariah:—I did. I prophesied and said, “And his feet shall stand in
that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east,
and the Mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east
and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the
mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.”
(Zechariah 14: 4.) “And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in
thine hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the
house of my friends.” (Zachariah 13:6.)

The World :—We will excuse the witness.

Latter-day Saints:—We have another witness whose testimony we would
like you to hear ; his name is Paul.

The World:—We will be pleased to listen to his testimony.

TESTIMONY OF PAUL.

The World :— Your name is Paunl?

Paul:—1t is.

The World:—Are you an Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ?

Paul:—1 am.

The World :—Have you ever seen Christ?

Panl:—1 have. (I Cor.15:8.)

The World :— What is your testimony concerning the personality of Christ ?

Panl:—1Tt is the same as that of Thomas and the rest of the Apostles—that
He has a body of flesh and bones.

The World :—What is your testimony concerning God, the Father of Christ ?

Paul:—1 testify that as Christ is so is His Father. I wrote to the Hebrew
saints on this matter, as follows: “ Who being the brightness of his glory, and
the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his
power, when he had himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of
the Majesty on high.” (Heb. 1:3.)

The World:— We have no further questions to ask the wltnaﬂa.
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Tatter-day Saints :—We now respectfully ask you to listen to the testimony
of the young prophet, Joseph Smith,

The World:—We have heard a great deal concerning that young man. It
has been reported that he declared he had seen God the Father and His Son
Jesus Christ.

Latter-day Saints:—Such, indeed, was his testimony, and tens of thousands
of us have received testimonies from the Lord that he spoke the truth.

The World:—We will hear hint for ourselves.

TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH SMITH.

The World :—Your name is Joseph Smith, Jr.?

Joseph Smith :—It is.

The World:—Are you the founder of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints?

Joseph Swmith:—I was simply an humble instrument in the hands of the
Tord in re-establishing, according to the revelations of God, the Church of
(Christ npon the earth.

The World:—So, you profess to have received revelations from God?

Joseph Smith: - I do. More than that: | have seen God and His Son Jesus
Christ, and have talked with them face to face.

The World:—We are desirous of hearing from your own lips your testimony
in this matter.

Joseph Smith :—Realizing that I, as well as all other men, shall have to
stand some day before the judgment bar of God to be judged according to my
works, my testimony in this case shall be the truth, and the truth only, Ged
being my witness :—1 was born in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and five, on the twenty-third day of December, in the town of Sharon,
Windsor county, state of Vermont. My father, Joseph Smith, Seuior, left the
state of Vermont, and moved to Palmyra, Ontario (now Wayne) county, in
the state of New York, when 1 was in my tenth year, or thereabouts. In
about four years after my father'’s arrival in Palmyra, he moved with his
family into Manchester, in the same county of Ontario. His family consisted
of eleven sounls, namely—my father, Joseph Smith ; my mother, Lucy Smith
(whose name, previous to her marriage, was Mack, danghter of Solomon
Mack); my brothers, Alvin, (who died November 19th, 1824, in the 27th year
of his age,) Hyrum, myself, Samuel Harrison, William, Don Carlos; and my
sisters, Sophronia, Catherine, and Lucy. Some time in the second year after
our removal to Manchester, there was in the place where we lived an unusua l
excitement on the subject of religion. It commenced with the Methodists,
butsoon became general among all the sects in that region of country. Indeed,
the whole district of country seemed affected by it, and great mulititudes
united themselves to the different religious parties, which created no smallstir
and division amongst the people, some crying, *Lo, here?” and others, “Lo
there !” Some were contending for the Methodist faith, some for the Presby-
terian, and some for the Baptist. For notwithstanding the great love which
the converts to these different faiths expressed at the time of their conversion,
and the great zeal manifested by the respective clergy, who were active in
getting up and promoting this extraordinary scene of religious feeling, in
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order to have everybody converted, as they were pleased to call it, let them
join what sect they pleased—yet when the converts began to file off, some to
one party and some to another, it was seen that the seemingly good feelings
of both the priests and the converts were more pretended than real; for a
seene of great confusion and bad feeling ensued ; priest contending against
priest, and convert against convert; so that all their good feelings one for
another, if they ever had any, were entirely lost in a strife of words and a
contest about opinions. I wasat this time in my fifteenth year. My father’s
family was proselyted to the Presbyterian faith, and four of them joined that
church, namely—my'mother Lucy ; my brothers Hyrum and Samuel Harrison ;
and my sister Sophronia. During this time of great excitement, my mind was
called up to serious reflection and great uneasiness; but though my feelings
were deep and often poignant, still T kept myself aloof from all these parties,
though T attended their several meetings as often as occasion would permit.
In process of time my mind became somewhat partial to the Methodist sect,
and I felt some desire to be united with them; but so great were the con-
fusion and strife among the different denominations, that it was impossible
for a person young as I was, and so nnacquainted with men and things, to
come to any certain conclusion who was right and who was wrong. My mind
at times was greatly excited, the ery and tumult were so great and incessant.
The *Presbyterians were most decided against the Baptists and Methodists,
and used all the powers of either reason or sophistry to prove their errors, ‘or,
at least, to make the people think they were in error. On the other hand,
the Baptists and Methodists in their turn were equally zealous in endeavoring
to establish their own tenets and disprove all others. In the midst of this
war of words and tumult of opinions, T often said to myself, What is to be
done! Who of all these parties are right; or, are they all wrong together?
If any one of them be right, which is it, and how shall I know it? While I
was laboring under the extreme difficulties caused by the contests of these
parties of religionists, I was one day reading the Epistle of James, first chap-
ter and fifth verse, which reads: “I7 any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be given
kine.” Never did any passage of scripture come with more power to the heart
of man than this did at this time to mine. It scemed to enter with great
force into every feeling of my heart. I reflected on it again and again,
knowing that if any person needed wisdom from God, I did ; for how to act T
did not know, and unless T could get more wisdom than I then had, T would
never know ; for the teachers of religion of the different sects understood the
same passages of scripture so differently as to destroyall confidence in settling
the question by an appeal to the Bible, At length I came to the conclusion
that I must either remain in darkness and confusion, or else I must do as
James directs, that is, ask of God. I at length came to the determination to
“ask of God,” concluding that if He gave wisdom to them that lacked wisdom,
and would give liberally, and not upbraid, I might venture, So, in accord-
ance with this, my determination to ask of God, I retired to the woods to
make the attempt. It was on the morning of a beautiful, clear day, early in
the spring of eighteen hundred and twenty. It was the first time in my life
that I had made such an attempt, for amidst all my anxieties I had never as




THE LATTER-DAY SAINIS AND THE WORLD. 15

yet made the attempt to pray vocally, After Ihad retired to the place where
1 had previously designed to go, having looked around me, and finding myself
alone, I kneeled down and began to offer up the desires of my heart to God.
1 had scarcely done so, when immediately I was seized upon by some power
which entirely overcame me, and had such an aston ishing influence over me
as to bind my tongue so that I could not speak. Thick darkmess gathered
around me, and it seemgd to me“for a time asif I were doomed to sudden
destruction. But, exerting all my powers to call upon God to deliver me
out of the power of this enemy which had seized upon me, and at the very
moment when I was ready to sink into despair and abandon myself to des-
truction—not to an imaginary ruin, but to the power of some actnal being
from the unseen world, who had such marvelous power as I had never before
felt in any being—just at this moment of great alarm, I saw a pillar of light
exactly over my head, above the brightness of the sun, which descended grad-
ually until it fell upon me, It no sooner appeared than I found myself
delivered from the enemy which held me bound. When the light rested upon
me I saw two personages, whose brightness and glory defy all deseription,
standing above me in theair. Oneof them spake unto me, calling me by name,
and said, pointing to the other—7us s my beloved Som, hear him! My ob-
ject in going to enquire of the Lord was to know which of all the sects was
right, that I might know which to join. No sooner, therefore, did I get pos-
session of myself, 80 as to be able to speak, than I asked the personages who
stood above me in the light, which of all the sects was right—and which I
should join. I was answered that I must join none of them, for they were all
wrong ; and the personage who addressed me said that all their creeds were
an abomination in his sight ; that those professors wereall corrupt; that “they
draw near to me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me ; they teach
for doctrine the commandments of men, having a form of godliness, but they
deny the power thereof.” He again forbade me to join with any of them ; and
many other things did he say unto me, which T cannot write at this time.
When I came to myself again, I found myself lying on my back, looking up
into heaven. Some few daysafter I had this vision, I happened to be in com-
pany with one of the Methodist preachers, who was very active in the before-
mentioned religious excitement; and, conversing with him on the subject of
religion, 1 took occasion to give him an account of the vision which I had
had. I was greatly surprised at his behavior ; he treated my communication
not only lightly, but with great contempt, saying, it was all of the devil, that
there were no such things as visions or revelations in these days; that all such
things had ceased with the apostles, and that there would never be any more
of them. I soon found, however, that my telling the story had excited a great
deal of prejudice against me among professors of religion and was the cause
of great persecution, which continued to increase ; and though I was an
obscure boy, only between fourteen and fifteen years of age, and my circum-
stances in life such as to make a boy of no consequence in the world, yet men
of high standing would take notice sufficient to excite the public mind against
me, and create a bitter persecution; and this was common among all the
sects—all united to persecute me. It caused me serious reflection then, and
often has since, how very strange it was that an obscure boy, of a little over
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fourteen years of age, and one, too, who was doomed to the necessity of ob-
taining a scanty maintenance by his daily labor, should be thoughta character
of sufficient importance to attract the attention of the great ones of the most
popular sects of the day, and in a manner to create in them a spirit of the
most bitter persecution and reviling. But strange or not, so it was, and it
was often the canse of great sorrow to myself. However, it was nevertheless
a fact that T had beheld a vision. T have thought eince, that I felt much like
Paul, when he made his deience before King Agrippa, and related the acconnt
of the vision he had when he saw a light, and heard a voice ; but still there
were but few who believed him ; some said he was dishonest, others said he
was mad; and he was ridicnled and reviled. Bat all this did not destroy
the reality of his vision. He had seen a vision, he knew he had, and all the
persecution under heaven eould not make it otherwise; and though they
should persecute him unto death, yet he knew, and would know to his latest
breath, that he had both seen a light, and heard a voice speaking unto him,
and all the world could not make him think or believe otherwise. So it was
with mé, T had actually seen a light, and in the midst of that light I saw two
personages, and they did in reality speak to me ; and thongh I was hated and
persecuted for saying that I had seen a vision, yet it was true; and while
they were persecuting me, reviling me, and speakingall manner of evil against
me falsely for so saying, I was led to say in my heart: Why persecute me for
telling the truth? 1 have actually seen a vision, and who am I that T can
withstand God, or why does the world think to make me deny what I have
actually seen? For I had seen a vision ; I knew it, and I knew that God knew
it, and 1 could not deny it, neither dared I doit, at least I knew that by so
doing T would offend God, and come under condemnation.

The World :—Then, according to your testimony, God the Father, and
Jesus Christ are two distinet Personages!

Joseph Smith:—That is my testimony. *“The Father has a body of flesh
and bones as tangible as man’s ; the Son also: but the Holy Ghost has not a
body of flesh and bones, but is a personage of spirit. Were it not so, the
Holy Ghost could not dwell in us.”

The World :—So that if we were to see God now, we woald see Him in the
form of man?

Joseph Smith :—You would, *If the vail was rent to-day, and the Great
‘God, who holds this world in its orbit, who upholds all worlds and all things
by his power, was to make himself visible—I say, If you were to see him to-
day, you would see him like a man in form—like yourselves in all the
person, image, and very form as a man; for Adam was created in the
very fashion, image, and likeness of God, and received instruction from, and
walked, talked, and conversed with him, as one man talks and communes
with another.”

The World :—The witness is excused,

Latter-day Saints :—This closes our case, You have heard the testimonies
of Abraham, Moses, Thomas, Zechariah, Panl, and Joseph Smith, The testi-
monies of these servants of the Lord are similar in every respect. Yon
cannot reject the testimony of Joseph Smith without rejecting the testimonies
of the others, We pray you, give heed to these things.
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TaE WorLD :—What are the first principles of your religion?

Latter-day Saints:—The first principles and ordinances of our religion are
these: First, Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; second, Repentance; third,
Baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; Fourtk, Laying on of hands
for the gift of the Holy Ghost.

The World:—Do you believe that good works must accompany faith in
order for men to obtain salvation?

Latter-day Saints:—We do. We maintain that belief alone is not sufficient
to bring salvation to apy man. But we would have you understand that
faith is the first principle of the Gospel of Christ: it is the foundation
upon which every other principle and ordinance rests, You remember, the
Apostle Paul said, *But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he 13 a rewarder of them
that diligently seek him.” (Heb. 11:6.)

The World:—Well, we have been taught that all a person has to do in
order to be saved is to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. That is the Gospel
which Paul and Silas preached to the Philippian jailor and his household.
When the jailor asked Paul and his companion what he should do to be saved,
they answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.”
(Acts 16: 30, 31.)

Latter-day Saints:—No, that is only part of the Gospel which Paul and
Silas preached to the jailor and his honse. They did not stop at belief, as
the majority of preachers do in these days. But here is the Apostie Paul ; he
can answer for himself.

TESTIMOXNY OF PAUL.

The World :—Paul, when the Philippian jailor asked you and Silas what
he should do to be saved, what did you tell him?

Paul:—We told him to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and he would be
saved, and also his honse. (Aects 16: 31.)

The World:—We thought so. Now, if the jailor and his household had
simply to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ in order to gain salvation, why
should other people have to do more?

Panl:—But we did not tell the jailor and his household that that was all
they had to do. We taught them other doctrines besides belief in Christ; we
taught them the ordinance of baptism. Here is what the record says: “Then
ae (the jailor) called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell
down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must
fdoto be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord .Tesus Christ, and thou
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shalt be saved, and thy house. And they spake unto him the word of the
Lord, and to all that were in his house. And he took them the same hour of
the night, and washed their stripes ; and wzs baptized, he and all his straight-
way.” (Acts 16: 29-33.)

The World ;:—You have spoken truly, Paul. We see that, according to the
record, after you had told the jailor to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, you
taught him and his household other commandments of the Lord, among them
baptism. One more question: Didn’t you preach to the people that Jesus
Christ was the author of eternal salvation!

Paul ;—I did.

The World:—And Jesus Christ, the author of eternal salvation, taught
this doctrine, that “God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have eternal life 1"

Paunl;—He did, But you have quoted only part of what I said and only
part of what Christ said. I did not tell the people that Christ had become
the author of eternal salvation to all those who would simply believe in Him,
Here is what I said: “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obadience by the
things which he suffered ; and being made perfect, he became the author of
eternal salvation unto all them that cbey him.” (Heb, 5: 8, 9,) Jesus did
not tell the people that they would have eternal life by simply believing in
Him. This is what He said: “Not every one that sayeth unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of
my Father which is in heaven,” (Matt. 7:21.) Now, it wonld appear from
this that there were people in the days of the Savior who believed, as thousands
of people believe today, that they could get into the kingdom of God by simply
believing in Christ, and calling Him Lord, Lord. And in order to disabuse
their minds of that erroneous belief, Jesns made use of the words which 1
have just quoted. Now, do you thiok that I, or any other servant of the
Lord, would preach salvation through belief alone when Christ had econ-
demned such doctrine! On one occasion He said: “And why call ye me,
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?! Whosoever cometh to me,
and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like :
he is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the founda-
tion on arock: and when the flood arose the stream beat vehemently upon
that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. Bat he
that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an
house upon the earth ; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and im-
mediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great.” (Luke 6: 46-49.)
Here is a Gospel not only of believing, but of doing: a Gospel, not of faith
alone, but of fuith and works.

The World :—We dare not dispute whkat you have said; were we to do so,
we would be dispnting the words of Christ. Permit us, however, to ask you
another question.

Paul:—Certainly.

The World :—Isn't it a fact that Christ, when He was upon the cross, and
just as He was about to give up the ghost, said, “It is finished”?

Paual:—That is troe.

The World:—Did Christ not mean by that that He had done all that
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was necessary for man’s salvation that He had paid the price of man’s re-
demption, and that there was nothing left for mankind to do'

Paul :—Part of what you have said is, indeed, true: Christ atoned for our
sins on Calvary's cross; He died that we might live, and that He might pre-
sent us, pure and spotless, to the Father. But when He said, “Tt is finished,”
He did not mean that from that time henceforth and forever mankind would
have nothing whatever to do but torbelieve in Him, and by that simple assent
of their minds obtain eternal life'and an.everlasting inheritance in the king-
dom of His Father. He meant that His sufferings were at an end ; He meant
that He had drunk the bitter cup to the dregs; He meant that He had done
the will of the Father, and had thus become, as I told the Hebrew Saints, the
author of eternal salvation to all those who would obey Him. After Christ
had risen from the dead He tarried for forty days with His disciples, during
which time He tanght them many things pertaining to the kingdom of God.
[n giving them their commission, He said to them, “Go ye, therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things what-
soever I have commanded you” (Matt. 28: 19-20.) So you see, Christ did
not tell His Apostles to tell the people that all they had to do was to believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ: they were to teach them to observe all things what-
aoever He had commanded them.

The World;—Did you write an epistle to the Ephesians’

Paul:—I did.

The World :—Here is an extract from it to which we desire to call your at-
tention: “For by grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves,
it is the gift of God : not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Eph. 2: 8,9.)
Did you write that!

Paul:—I did.

The World :—What did you mean by writing in this way to the Ephesians?

Paul :—Merely this, and nothing more: the Ephesians, as well as many
others, thought to justify themselves by the works of the law—by circumecision,
for instance. They did not understand that the law had been fulfilled in
Christ, and so they wanted to continue in the practice of dead works. These
[ condemned, but I never spoke one word against the commandments of the
Lord Jesus Christ. On the contrary, I exhorted the people to perform good
works. This is what T wrote to the Ephesians: “Knowing that whatsoever
good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he
be bond or free.” (Ephesians 6: 8) I wrote practically the same thing to
Titus. Here is an extract from my letter to him: “This is a faithful saying,
and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have
believed in God might be careful to maintain good works.” (Titus 3: &.)
Surely you donot think that I would write to the Ephesians one time condemn-
ing good works, and write afterwards to them and also to Titus commending
good works? The works that I condemned were dead works, such as circux-
cision ; but God forbid that I should advise anyone against keeping all the
commandments of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus said that he who would
break one of the least of His commandments, and teach men to do so, the
wame would be called least in the kingdom of heaven.
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The World:—That is all, Paul.
Latter-day Saints:—Perhaps you would like to hear the testimony of the

Apostles John and James'!
The World: —Certamly, if they can give us any additional light on the
subject.

Latter-day Saints:—John, we would be pleased to have you tell The World
whether yon consider good works essential to salvation.

JOHN’S TESTIMONY.

John :—I am more than pleased to speak on this important matter. As an
Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, | taught the people to do the will of God
as it had been laid down by the Savior.

The World:—It is recorded in the Gospel that bears your nawe that Christ
said that God so loved the world that He gave His only Begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life!

John :—That is correct.

The World :—Did you not infer from that that all a man had to do in order
to be saved was to believe in Christ?

John :—I did not; for Christ, just a little while before. bad said to Nico-
demus, who knew that Jesus was a Teacher sent of God: “Except a man be
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”
(John 3:5.) So you see there is something more than belief in those words

The World :—Did you not teach the people that the blood of Jesus Christ
would cleanse them from all sin?

John:—I did; but it was on condition that they walked as Christ walked.
This is what I said: “If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
us from all sin.” (I John 1:7.) After Christ had taught us the principles of
the Gospel, He said to us: “If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do
them.” (John 13:17.) Again He said to us: “Verily, verily, I say unto you,
He that believeth on me the works that I do shall he doalso.” (John 14: 12 )
The Lord gave me a vision when I was on the Isle of Patmos: “and I saw
the dead, small and great, stand before God ; and the books were opened ; and
another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged
out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.”
(Rev. 20: 12) In the face of all these things, how could I believe that belief
alone in Christ was all that was necessary for salvation?

The World:—The witness is excnsed.

TESTIMONY OF JAMES,

The ‘World :—James, were you commissioned by the Lord Jesus Christ to
preach His Gospell

James:—I was,

The World:—Did you not teach the people that all that was necessary in
order to attsin to salvation was belief in the Lord Jesus Christ!?

James:—How dare I teach such doctrine when the Lord had instructed us
to teach them to observe all things whatsoever He had commanded us?
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The World:—Then, you believe that in order for a man to procure salvation
be must have works with his faith?

James :—1 domost assuredly. T taught the people that faith without works
is dead, Surely yon have read my epistle, wherein I said: “What doth it
profit, my brethren, though & man say he hath faith, and have not works? can
faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,
and one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled ; not-
withstanding ye give them not fhése things which are needful to the body ;
what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.
Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I bave works : shew me thy faith
without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. * *
But wilt thou kaow, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? * * *
For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead
also,” (James 2: 14-18, 20, 26.)

The World :—This is certainly strange doctrine to us. We have beea tanght
from childhood that all we had to do to be saved was to believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ,

James :—You say that that is what the preachers have taught you'l

The World:—Tt is. The only gospel that we have been taught is the gos-
of Belief Alone. We have never been taught that we had to do anything to-
wards our salvation.

James :— You have been deceived by false teachers, whom Paunl prophesied
would rise up in the last days. Here is the prophecy: *For the time wiil
come when they will not endure sound doctrine ; but after their own lusts
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;and they shall
turn away their ears from the truth and shall be turned unto fables.” (11
Timothy 4: 3, 4.)

The World :— Paul truly prophesied as you have said ; but do you think his
prophecy applies to the preachers of the present time!

James:—I would prefer that you answer that question yourselves. I be-
lieve that I can make this matter very plain toyou. Supposing a man were to
come to you at the present time and tell you that good works were not at all
essential to salvation, that all you had to do to be saved was to believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ; and after he had gone out three Apostles of the Lord
Jesus should come in and tell you that belief alone would not save you, that
you would have to couple works with your faith, which of these men would
you believe?

The World :—That scarcely needs an answer: we would, of course, believe
the Apostles.

James:—1I thought as much. Well, Paul, John and I have told you, just
as plainly as it is possible for us to do, that belicf alone will not save you :
that you must have works as wellas faith. And as you have told me that
you believe our words, I would advise you, if you do not wish to deceive
yourselves, to be doers of the word, as well as hearers of it.

The World :—Thank you, James, That is all.

Latter-day Saints:—The words of the Apostles are very plain, indeed:
James told us that what the spirit is to the body so works are to faith; and
that as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead
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also. We would advise you to accept the teachings of Christ and of His in-
spired Apostles.

The World:—In the face of all these Scriptures, we cannot see how our
preachers can teach that good works are not essential to salvation.

Latter-day Saints:—We are not at all surprised at their doing so. If the
Scriptures are to be fulfilled, we must expect to see men arise speaking per-
verse things, and drawing away disciples after them. It has been clearly
proven that Christ and His Apostles taught that men would have to couple
good works with their faith if they expected to get salvation. Now,any doc-
trine contrary to the teaching of Christ and His Apostles is the doctrine of
men. Bat as it was in the days of the Savior, so it is to-day. Christ said of
the people in His day: “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth,
and honoreth me with their lips ; but their heart is far from me. But in vain
they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”
(Matt. 15: 8, 9.)

The World :—We are very thankful to you for calling our attention to these
plain and precious truths, and the next time that we are visited by our minis-
ters we will request them to tell us who gave them authority to preach that
good works are not essential to salvation, when the Lord Jesus Christ and His
Apostles tanght that they are. For our ministers have most assuredly taught
us that the Lord would not accept of any good works that we might do.

Latter-day Saints:—Then He has changed since the days of the early
Apostles. Do you not remember what happened to Cornelius? Cornelins
was not like the people of the present day, for he believed in having good
works with his faith ; and instead of the Lord being displeased with him for
performing good works, He sent an angel from heaven to tell him that his
prayers and his alms had come up for a memorial before God. (Acts 10: 4.)
Now, if all the ministers in the world told you that good works are not
essential to salvation, all you would have to do would be to turn to this Serip-
ture, and there you could show them how the Lord had so approved of a man’s
good works that He sent an angel from heaven to tell him that He had ac-
cepted of them, and to tell him of other things which were necessary for him
to do. And, if that were not sufficient, you could refer them to the writings
of the Apostle Peter, who said : “And besides this, giving all diligence, add
to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge ; and to knowledge temperance ;
and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness
brotherly kindness ; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things
be in you and abound, they make you that ye shall peither be barren nor un-
fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh
these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was
purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to
make your calling and election sure ; for if ye do these things ye shall never
fall ; for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the ever-
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (II Peter 1: 5-11.)




_ V. REPENTANCE.
Tae WorLp:—You say, Faith in God and in His Son Jesus Christ is the
first principle of the Gospel, and the second is Repentance.?
Latter-day Saints:— Yes, the second principle of the Gospel is repentance.
The World:—What do you understand the term repentance to mean?
Latter-day Saints:—Repentance is a deep, sincere, heartfelt sorrow for sin,
producing a reformation of life. It is, in a word, ceasing to do evil and
carning to do well. Here is the Apostle Paul, who will be pleased to speak
upon this important subject.

- .

TESTIMONY OF PAUL.

Paul :—I speak from experience concerning this most essential principle of
the Gospel of Christ. I was, asyouallknow, a most unrelenting persecutor of
the Saints. I had even gone so far as to assent to the death of the faithful
Stephen. I was on my way to Damascus, with letters from the high priest,
authorizing me to bring bound to Jerusalem all those whom I found profess-
ing faith in Jesus Christ. I verily believed that I was doing God service.
As I neared Damascus, the Lord checked me in my evil course and called
me to repentance. He declared that by persecuting His saints I was perse-
cuting Him, and told me to desist from my ungodly work. On hearing the
word of the Lord, my soul was filled with remorse, and [ immediately turned
round and, by a life consecrated to Christ and His cause, sought to atone for
my past offences.

The World :—Was it the Lord, then, who led you to repentance?

Paul:—TIt was, for repentance is one of the most precious gifts of God to
men. Through the atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ that choice gift has
been purchased for poor, fallen humanity. But, I would have you understand,
that God is jealous of all His gifts, He does not bestow them where they
would not be appreciated. Repentance, like every other gift of God, has been
promised to men on certain conditions.

The World :—Please tell us what these conditions are.

Paul :—One of the conditions is that men will manifest a desire to cease
from sin, and to work righteousness in the sight of God. The Lord, speaking
through Isaiah the prophet, made a promise unto the children of men that if
they would seek Him they wonld find Him, and that if they would forsake
their evil ways and thoughts and turn unto Him, He would pardon their
transgressions. I quote from the writings of the prophet: “*Seek ye the Lord
while he may be found, call ye upon him while he = near: let the wicked forsake
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon.” (Isaiah 55: 6, 7.) Thus we see that the gift of repent-
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ance is promised men on condition that they seek the Lord and forsake their
evil ways and thoughts, The Lord has assured us that He has no pleasure
whatever in the death of a sinner. Speaking to the house of Israel by the
mouth of the Prophet Ezekiel, He said: “Say unto them, as I live, saith the
Lord God, I have no pleasure in thedeath of the wicked ; but that the wicked
tarn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why
will ye die, O house of Israel!” *‘Again, when I say unto the wicked, Thou
shalt surely die; if he turn from his sin, and do that which is lawful and
right ; if the wicked restore the pledge, given again that he had robbed, walk
in the statutes of life, without committing iniquity ; he shall surely live, he shall
not die. None of his sins that he hath committed shall be mentioned unto
him: he hath done that which is lawful and right; he shall surely live.”
(Ezek. 33: 11, 14-16.) Baut, behold, a greater than Ezekiel has testified to the
same thing. Here are the words of Jesus Christ, the Author of eternal sal-
vation: *I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” (Luke
5: 32) “Isay unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner
that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no
repentance.” (Luke 15:7.)

The World:—Thank you, Paul, for your testimony.

Latter-day Saints:—We have another witness who was called by the Lord
o preach repentance to the people of his generation.

The World:—We are ready to listen to his testimony.

TESTIMONY OF NOAH.

The World:—What is your name !

Noah :—My name is Noah.

The World:—Were you called by the Lord to preach repentance unto the
people in your day!

Noah:—I was. The Lord beheld that the wickedness of the children of
men was great upon the earth. They had entirely turced away from the holy
commandments which had been delivered unto them. They took pleasure in
all manner of wickedness and abominations. They were, as are millions of
the human family at the present time, “lovers of pleasure more than lovers of
God.” " The Lord saw that the imaginations of their hearts were evil continu-
ally, and that they would surely perish if they did not turn from their wicked,
reprobate ways. Therefore, he called me to be a preacher of righteousness,
and eommissioned me to go forth and cry repentance unto that wicked and
perverse generation. I was commanded to build an ark, into which I was to
take all those who would hearken unto my words and turn unto the Lord. 1
was obedient unto the heavenly commandment, and went forth among the
people, erying repentance unto them, and warning them to flee from the wrath
to come. I preached not alope by precept, but by my works also. I immedi-
ately set to work to construct the ark, and during the one hundred and
twenty years while the ark was being prepared, I cried alond and spared not.
O, how my soul was grieved when I beheld the hardness of the hearts of the
people, for I knew that God would not be mocked, that He would not strive
with them forever, but that he would surely destroy them if they did not re-
pent of their sins.
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The World:— What success did you meet with, Noah, in your preaching?
' Noah: Practically none. My words seemed to them as idle tales. They
spurned the message which I brought them from their merciful Creator.
They ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they married and were given in
marriage up till the very day that I and my family—eight souls in all—entered
the ark, and the Lord shut the door. Even now, I fancy I can hear their scoffs
and scorns, their mockings and derisions, as we bade them a last farewell till
we would meet them at the judgment bar of God. Then was the word of the
Lord fulfilled, and His righteous’ judgments were poured out upon those
wicked people and they perished from the earth. (Gen. 6: 7.) And now, in
closing my testimony, I will say to you, that God has not changed : He is’the
same yesterday, to-day and forever; He does not look upon sin with the least
degree of allowance, and just as sure as God is God, o sure will His judg-
ments come upon the inhabitants of the earth in these latter-days if they do
not repent and turn from their transgressions. “Except ye repent, ye shall
all likewise perish.” (Luke 13: 3.)

The World:—That is all, Noah.

Latter-day Saints:—We now most respectfully ask you to listen to the
testimony of another servant of the Lord.

ABRAHAM'S TESTIMONY.

The World:—What is your name?

Abraham: My name is Abraham.

The World:—Are you prepared to give testimony concerning the matter
which is before us?

Abraham:—I am.

The World :—We will listen to your testimony.

Abraham :—It grieves me to have to report that theinhabitants of the cities
of Sodom and Gomorrah failed toprofit by the sad fate which befell the people
in the days of Noah. With the history of the past before them, showing
clearly God’s hatred of sin, they added day by day to the cup of their iniqui-
ties. Their abominations at last became unbearable to the Lord, and He
decreed that He would destroy them from the face of the earth, I shall never
forget the day that the Lord came to me in Mamre and informed me of
His intention of destroying the cities of the plains and the inhabitants thereof.
My soul was filled with sorrow, nevertheless I knew thatall the judgments of
the Lord were just. I besought Him to grant me favor in His sight, which
He did. [ asked Him if He would spare the city of Svdom provided fifty
righteous souls were found there. He promised me that He would spare the
city if it contained fifty righteous inhabitants. But alas! that number could
pot be found. I plead with the Lord again and again, and He finally con-
sented to turn away His judgments from Sodom if ten Qod-fearing persons
were found in the city. Dut ten such persons could not be found, and the
Lord in His anger destroyed the inhabitants of those wicked cities and thus
blotted out their iniquity from before His face. (Gen, 18: 19.) And as He
spared not the cities of the plains, peither will He spare any other city or
pation that forgets God. As Noah said, so say 1, Woe unto the inhabitants
of the earth if they do not repent. Behold. ere they are aware, the Spirit of
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God will cease to strive with them, and they shall, by their ungodly deeds,
bring upon themselves swift destruction.

The World: We have listened with interest to your testimony, Abraham.
Yon are excused.

Latter-day Saints:—We will now introduce a witness who will show yon
the great blessings which came to the people of Nineveh when they turned
from their evil ways and began to work righteonsnessin the sight of the Lord.

TESTIMONY OF JONAH.

The World:—What is your pame!

Jonah:—My name is Jonah.

The World:—Were you called by the Lord to preach repentance?

Jovah:—I was, The word of the Lord came to me on one oceasion, saying :
“‘Arise, go to Ninevah, that great city, and cry against it ; for their wickedness
is come up before me.” (Jonah 1:2)

The World:—Did you do as the Lord commanded you!

Jonah: I didnot. I wentdown to Joppa, and there took ship for Tarshish,
The Lord punished me for my disobedience, and then He said unto me the
second time, “Arise go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the
preaching that T bid thee.” (Jonah 3:2.) So I did as the Lord commanded
me. As I entered the city I began to cry aloud, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh
shall be overthrown. So the people of Nineveh believed God and proclaimed
a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of
them. For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne,
and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackeloth, and sat in
ashes, And he cansed it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh
by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast,
herd nor flock, taste any thing; let them not feed, nor drink water: but let
man and beast be covered with sackeloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea,
let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in
their hands. Who ecan tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from
his fierce anger, that we perish not! And God saw their works, that they
turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said
that he would do unto them ; and he did it not.” (Jonah 3: 5-10.)

Latter-day Saints:—The next witness whose evidence we desire you to
hear is John, the forerunner of Christ.

TESTIMONY OF JOHN.

The World:— Your name is John1

John :—1It is.

The World:—Were you called by the Lord to preach repentance to the
people of your generation?

John:—TI was. I was sent before the Lord to prepare His way. I called
upon the people to repent of their sins, for the kingdom of heaven was at
hand. (Matt. 3:1, 2.)

The World :—Were you able to bring many to repentance

" John:—Yes, many people of Judxa and Jerusalem, upon hearing the pro-
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clamation, repented, came forward and confessed their sins, and were baptized
in the river Jordan. (Mark 1:5.)

The World :—Are we to understand that confession of sins is essential?

John :— Such has been the teaching of the servants of the Lord in every
dispensation. Without confession of sins repentance is incomplete. Here
are the words of the inspired teachers: “He that covereth his sins shall not
prosper, but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” (Prov
28:13.) “If we say thatwe have}m sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” ([ John 1:8,9.) But con-
fession should be accompanied with a promise and determination to sin no
more. To confess his sins before God will not benefit a man unless his con-
fession is accompanied with a determination to sin no more. He must
covenant with the Lord that he is willing to forsake sin, and that in future
he will, with His divine assistance, yield to no evil, but will shun the very
appearance of it, and keep himself unspotted from the world. God cannot
be deceived, and He will not pardon those who merely confess their sins, and
still make no resolution to forsake them.

The World :—Repentance is, therefore, conditional?

John:— It is. Men must be willing to confess their sins, and to forsake
them. They must also be willing to forgive others. In fact, Chnst told the
people that His Father would not forgive them their trespasses if they in their
hearts failed to forgive those who trespassed against them. These are His
words: “If ye forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father will also
forgive you; but if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses.” (Matt. €: 14, 15.) And this forgiveness
must be without limit. On one occasion Peter asked the Lord, “How oit
shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him, till seven times?” The
Master answered, “I say not unto thee, until seven times; but until seventy
times seven.” On another occasion He taught the disciples, saying, “If thy
brother trespass against thee, rebuke him, and if he repent, forgive him. And
if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day
turn again to thee saying, I repent, thou shalt forgive him.” (Luke17:3, 4.)
Nowhere are repentance, confession and forgiveness more beautifully portrayed
than in Christ's parable of the prodigal son. After having wasted his sub-
stance in riotous living, and being brought down so low that he had to satisfy
his hunger with swine's husks, the prodigal at last came to himself. He
thought of his father’s home in which he had spent o many happy years, of
the good things of the earth with which the tables had always been laden, of
the hired servants who waited upon the family. The spirit of repentance
entered his heart, and springing to his feet he exclaimed, “1 will arise and go
to my father, and will say unto him, Father, T have sinned against heaven,
and before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as
one of thy hired servants, * * * But when he was yet a great way off,
his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and
kissed him. * ¥ * And the father said to his servants, Bring forth the
best robe, and put it on him ; and put a rirg on his hand, and shoes on his
feet: and bring hither the fatted calf and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry :
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for this my son was dead, and 1s alive again ; he was lost,and is found.” (Luke
15: 18-20, 21-24) In this parable is clearly exhibited the love and mercy of
God. Verily, he that cometh to Him shall in nowise be cast out,

The World:—We will excuse the witness.

Latter-day Saints:—This is our case. We believe we have proved most
conclusively that repentance is essential to salvation. “For this ye know,”
said the apostle, “that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous
man who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ
and of God” (Eph. 5: 5.) The Lord has also said by the mouath of
John the Revelator: “The fearful, and unbelieving; and the abominable, and
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall
have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone : which is
the second death.” (Rev. 21:8) We, therefore, say unto all men, “Be not
deceived ; God is pot mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap.” (Gal, 6:7.) “We have pointed out all the prominent principles
connected with true repentance. And it can easily be seen by every
honest heart, that God requires mankind to seek diligently to discern good
from evil, and to ascertain what sins and evils they are guilty of ; to be exer-
cised with a Godly sorrow that they have ever sinned against so great and
good a Being as God ; to make suitable confession before God, forall past
sins committed ; and such a confession must be accompanied with a solemn
covenant or promise to sin no more ; and the heart shounld be fixed and im-
movable in this covenant. All persons who will do these things will have a
measure of the Spirit of Christ resting upon them, imparting humility, and
meekness, and lowliness of heart. But still this Hepentance does not guaran-
tee to them a remission of sins ; it only prepares the heart to obey properly a
great and holy ordinance which God has instituted expressly for the remission
of sins. We mean the ordinance of baptism.



_ V:—-WATER BAPTISM.

Tae WorLp :— Do you believe and teach that water baptism is essential to
salvation'!

Latter-day Saints:—We do. Water baptism was commanded by the Lord,
and we do not teach people that they can get into the kingdom of heaven
by breaking the Lord's commandments.

The World :—Well, we have been taught that baptism is not at all essential
to salvation, but that it is simply an outward sign of an inward grace,

Latter-day Saints:—Baptism was instituted before the foundation of the
werld. It is an ordinance of the everlasting Gospel, and by obedience to that
ordinance, coupled with faith, and sincere repentance, the Lord has promised
mankind a remission of their sins. “We have the testimony of many eminent
writers that baptism was practised by the Jews, as a religious ceremony, ages
anterior to the birth of our Savior. It is said that the Jews not only circum-
cised, but baptized all new converts to their faith ; and that in the days of
Solomon great numbers were proselyted from the surrounding nations, and
were baptized. It is by some supposed that the Jews, before Christ, did not
baptize those of Jewish descent, but only such as were proselyted from foreign
pations, But it is certain that baptism was administered, under the law of
Moses, unto numerous multitudes of Jews ; for John the Baptist, who was the
legal heir of the Aaronic Priesthood, through the lineage of his fathers, did
administer this rite to thousands of the Jews for the remission of their sins ;
and this too, at a time when the law of Moses was in full force. FEven Jesus
Himself had not yet been baptized. None of the old institution was yet
abolished ; and no new institutions were, as yet, introduced. And while under
the strictest obligations to keep the old law, John was baptizing ; and there
went out to him Jerusalem and all Judzea, and all the region round about
Jrdan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins,” (Matt.

:5,6.) We ask you to hear the testimony of Paul on this subject.

The World:—We will be pleased to hear the Apostle’s evidence.

PAUL'S TESTIMONY.

The World:— Paul, did you teach the people that water baptism was prac-
tised by the Israelites before the days of John the Baptist?

Paul: I did. Water baptism is one of the ordinances of the Gospel—the
true Gospel, which embraces one Lord, one faith and one baptism. That
Gospel was preached to the people in the days of Abraham ; and also to the
Jsraelites under Moses. Have you not read what I wrote to the Galatians,
the Hebrews and the Corinthians concerning this matter? [ quote from wy
epistles: “And the seripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen
through faith, preached before the Gospel unto Abrabam, saying, 1o thea
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shall all pations be blessed.” (Gal. 3: 8) “For unto ns was the Gospel
preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit thcm,
not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.” (Heb. 4:2) “Moreover,
brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all onr fathers
were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea: and were all baptized
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea.” (I Cor. 10:1, 2.)

The World :—Paul, you have clearly proved the antiqnity of baptism. We
will excuse you for the present.

Latter-day Saints:—We can prove to you beyond the possibility of doubt
that water baptism is essential to man’s salvation. As you know, nearly all
the “Christian” sects believe in and practice some form of baptism, but, with
two or three exceptions, none of them believe that that ordinance aids, even
in the slightest degree, in the salvation of the souls of men. This is a mis-
take. Baptism is one of the first ordinances of the Gospel, and is as essential
to man’s salvation as any other ordinance that God has ever revealed.

The World :—We are ready to hear your witnesses on this matter.

Latter-day Saints:—The first witness that we will introduce is John tha
Baptist.

TESTIMONY OF JOHN,

The World:— Your pame is John!

John :(—1It is.

The World :—You told us on a former occasion that you were called of God
to go before Christ and prepare His way.

John:—That is correct. You will find it so recorded in John's Gospel.
(John 1: 6.)

The World:—What did God command you to preach to the people?

John:—Repentance and water baptism.

The World:—You say that God sent you to baptize with water!

John :—He id. It is recorded in the scriptares: “And I knew him not:
but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom
thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he
which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.” (John 1: 33)

The World :—What did you tell the people was the object of water baptism?

John:—I told them that it was for the remission of sins. Mark and Luke
bear me witness, The former says: “John did baptize in the wilderness, and
preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.” (Mark 1:4.)
Luke says: “And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.” (Luke 3:3.)

The World : —After what manner did you baptize?

John:—As I was commanded by the Lord—by immersion. I took the re-
pentant believers down to the river Jordan, and there I baptized them by
immersing them in the water.

The World :—Then you do not believe in infant sprinkling?

John:—I do not. Itiscontrary tothe teaching of Christ and His Apostles,
There was but one form of baptism known to them, that was baptism by im-
mersion for the remission of sins. On one occasion when people applied to
me for baptism, I had to take them to .Euon, near to Salim, “because there
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was much water there” (John 3:23.) Had I considered sprinkling just as
acceptable to God as immersion, I would not have taken the people to Enon
to be baptized.

The World:—You baptized Jesus Christ !

John:—I did. .

The World:—When Christ applied to you for baptism what did you say!

John:—1I said, “I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to
me?” Then Jesus, said to me “Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh
us to julfill all righteousness.” (Matt. 3: 14, 15,)

The World:—You say that Christ requested you to baptize Him in order
that He might fulfil all righteousness!

John ;—He did. And if the Son of God, being holy, had need to be bap-
tized with water that He might fulfil all righteousness, how much more need
have mortal men, they being unholy, to be baptized? According to the words
of the Savior a man ecannot fulfill all righteousness if he fails to comply
with the ordinance of baptism. I told the Pharisees and lawyers that they
had rejected the counsel of God against themselves by not being baptized.
(Luke 7:30.) And as it was in those days, so it is to-day—all those who
slight this command of the Lord, and refuse to be baptized by immersion for
the remission of their sins, will, like the Pharisees and lawyers, reject the
counsel of God against themselves.

The World :—The witness is excused. (To the Latter-day Saints.) When
was the method of baptism changed?

Latter-day Saints:—In the third century after Christ, in the case of a man
named Novatian. Qahan, a Catholic historian, writing of him, says: “Hav-
ing embraced the faith, he continued & catechumen, till, falling dangerously
ill, and his life being despaired of, e was baptized in bed, not by immersion,
which was then the usual method, but by infusion, or pouring on of water.”

The World :—Who is your next witness?

Latter-day Saints:—OQOar next witness 1s the Jewish ruler Nicodemus.

TESTIMONY OF NICODEMUS.

The World :— Nicodemus, had you an interview with Christ?

Nicodemus :—I had. I called upon Him one night and said to Him, “Rabbi,
we know that thou arta teacher come from God: for no man can do these
miracles that thou doest except God be with him.” (John 3: 2.)

The World :— What did Christ say in reply'

Nicodemus :—He told me that I would have to be born again—born of
water and of the Spirit. He spoke most emphatically concerning this matter,
saying, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born of water and of
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” (John 3: 5.)

The World : — What did you interpret the words “born of the water and of
the Spirit” to mean!

Nicodemus :—I interpreted them to mean the baptism of water and of the
Holy Spirit. Christ was bora of the water and of the Spirit when He was
baptized ; His disciples were born of the water and of the Spirit, and the Savior
declared that except  man receive this new birth he cannot enter the king-
dom of Cod.
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The World:—We have been taught that the water which Jesus spoke of
was the word of God.

Nicodemus:—He did not tell me that. I am sure that if Christ had meant
the word of God He would have said so. Christ did not say one thing and
mean another. Why should men put false sentiments into the mouth of
the Son of God? Thatyou may see theabsurdity of this interpretation which
men have put upon the words of Christ, I will make a few quotations from
the scriptures, substituting the words “word of God” for the word “water”:
“And Jesus when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the word of
God.” “And John was baptizing in /non near to Salim, because there were
much words of God there.” *“And he command the chariot to stand still:
and they went down both into the word of God. * * * And when they
were come up out of the word of God.” “Then answered Peter, Can any man
forbid the word of God, that these should not be baptized.” *“That he might
sanctify and cleance it with the washing of the word of God by the word.”

The World:—This certainly makes the interpretation appear most absurd.
But, do you consider water baptism essential to salvation?

Nicodemus:—I do, most assuredly. I am aware that this doctrine sounds
as strange to the people in these days as it did to me. But it is, nevertheless,
true. It was not Christ’s doctrive, it was the doctrine of the Father who
had sent Him, and who had sent John also with a similar message. “My
doctrine is not mine,” said the Savior, “buit his that sent me. If any man
will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or
waether I speak of myself.” (John 7: 18,17.) Again He said, “For I have
not spoken of myself ; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a command-
ment what I should say and what I should speak. And I koow that his
commandment is life everlasting ; whatsoever I speak, therefore, even as the
Father said unto me, so I speak.” (John 12: 49, 50.) Therefore, when Christ
impressed upon me the necessity of a new birth, of the water and of the Spirit,
He taught me a commandment which He had received from His Father, and
which He said was life everlasting. I am surprised that anyone possessed of
ordinary intelligence could think for a moment that God, the fountain of all
truth and wisdom, would send His Son down to the earth to teach the children
of men ordinances which were not necessary for them to observe. Nor can
1 think of anything more foolish than for Christ to send out a host of mis-
sionaries into the world to teach people to observe an ordinance, which, when
they had obeyed it, they were no better off than they were before. How
dare anyone charge the Almighty with such folly{

The World:—We have no further questions to ask the witness.

Latter-day Saints:—Qur next witness is the Apostle Peter.

PETER'S TESTIMONY.

The World:—Were you commissioned by the Lord Jesus Christ to preach
His Gospel!

Peter :—1 was. In sending His Apostles forth to preach the Gospel, the
Lord said unto them *Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghest: teaching
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them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded yon: and, lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” (Matt. 28: 19, 20.)

The World :—Baptism is, therefore, a commandment of the Lord?

Peter:—Tt is, and Christ has said, that he that breaks one of the least of
His commandments and teaches men to do so, the same shall be called the
least in the kingdom of heaven. (Matt, 5:19.)

The World:—Do you believe water baptism to be easential to man's sal-
vation

Peter:—1 do. 1f it had not been so considered by Christ, He would not
have commanded us to preach it. Why send us out to tell people to observe
an ordinance of the Gospel which it mattered not with God whether they
observed or not? That would not give the Lord credit for possessing as much
jatelligence as men ; for no man among you would command his servants to
do a certain work when it mattered not whether it was done or left undone.
If baptism is not essential to salvation, then it was needless on the part of
Christ to command His Apostles to preach it. It wasa waste of time for us
to do so, for while we were preaching baptism and administering the ordin-
ances we could have employed the time in preaching principles which are
essential to mens’ salvation. You will observe, Christ told us to baptize the
people in the mame of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.
Now, do you think for a moment that we would have used the names of the
Holy Trinity in an ordinance in which there was no profit? Did Christ not
know that it was written in the Scriptures, “Thou shalt not take the name of
the Tord thy God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh
his name in vain.” If you say that baptism is not essential to salvation,
you make the Savior of the world a transgressor of God’s holy commandment,
for what could be more vain than to use the names of the Holy Trinity in an
ordinance in which there was no virtue, no salvation!

The World :— You, therefore, taught the people that it was necessary for
them to be baptized?

Poter:—I did. With the rest of the Apostles I stood up on the day of
Pentecost before a great multitude of people and declared unto them
the message of life and salvation which Christ had given us to deliver.
We spoke under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, and thousands of people
were pricked in their hearts, and cried out saying, “Men and brethren what
shall we do?”

The World :—What did you tell them?

Peter :— I said unto them, * Repent and be baptized every one ot you in the
pame of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2: 33) The same day three thousand souls were
added to the Church. There was a most devout man named Cornelius,
who resided in Cmsarea, who prayed to God constantly and gave much
alms to the people. His prayers and alms came up as a memorial
before God, and He sent an angel to Cornelius to tell him to send for me to
Joppa, and that T would tell him words whereby he and his house should be
saved, Now, you will remember, that a short time previous to this I had
taught thousands of people baptism for the remission of sins. If I had taught
them false doctrine do yon think the Lord would have sent an angel to
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Cornelius to advise him to send for me to teach him the plan of salvation? T
told Cornelius the same things that I declared to the people on the day of
Pentecost, and commanded him and his household to be baptized in the name
of the Lord. (Acts 10: 48.)

The World :—That is all, Peter?

Latter-day Saints:—We now submit for your consideration the testimony
of the Apostle Paul. -

PAUL'S TESTIMONY.

The World : —What is your belief concerning water baptism !

Paul:—I believe and have tanght that it is an essential ordinance of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. When Jesus appeared to me on the way to Damas-
cus, He called me to repentance and told me to go into Damascus and that I
would there be told of all things that were commanded of me to do. The
Lord then instructed His servant Ananias to go to me and to tell me to arise
and be baptized and wash away my sins, calling on the name of the Lord.
(Acts 22: 16) So, you see, baptism for the remission of sins is not my doct-
rine, but the Lord’s who sent me. So important is this.ordinance in the sight
of the Eternal Father that He withheld the Holy Ghost from twelve devout
Ephesians until I had re-baptized them. They had been baptized previously,
but not by one holding authority from God, and so their baptism was not
valid in His sight. How dare I teach the children of men that baptism is not
essential to salvation when He who spake as never man gpake had declared,
“Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.”

The World : —We will excuse the witness.

Latter-day Saints:—We have adduced enough evidence to convinee every
fair-minded person that water baptism is an essential ordinance to his salva-
tion. We have shown that it was instituted by the Lord from the beginning
of the world for the remission of sins. The Israelites received the ordinance
under the hands of Moses, and were all baptized in the cloud and in the
sea. John, the forerunner of Messiah, was sent by God to preach baptism
for the remission of sins. He baptized multitudes of people in the river
Jordan jor the remission of their sins. Christ the Son of God recesived
baptism at the hands of John in order that He too, might Sulpll all right-
eousness. Jesus told the Jewish ruler that except a man were born of water
and of the Spirit he could not enter the kingdom of God. He commanded
His disciples to “Go and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.” Peter, while preaching under
the influence of the Holy Ghost, told the people on the day of Pentecost to
repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ jor the remission of their
sins. The Lord Himself sent Ananias to Saul of Tarsus to tell him to arise
and be baptized and wash away his sins. We preach the same doctrine that
was taught by Christ and His Apostles, and say unto you, “ Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, Jor the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”




VI._THE HOLY GHOST.

Tar WorLD (to the Latter-day Saints):—According to the doctrines of your
Church a man must be born of water and of the Spirit before he can enter
the kingdom of God!?

Latter-day Saints:—In this we simply reiterate what Jesus said to the
anxions Jewish ruler, Nicodemus. These are His words: “Verily, verily, I
say unto thee, except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.” (John 3: 5.) These are the words of the
Son of God, and whenever He speaks all discussion should be closed.

The World:—You explained to us in the last examination that being porn
of the water means being baptized in water: what are we to understand by
being born of the Spirit!

Latter-day Saints:—To be born of the Spirit means to be baptized with
the Holy Ghost. All men must receive these two baptisms before they ean
become the sons of God. By being born of the flesh we become the sons of
men: by being born of the water and of the Spirit we become the sons of
God. We desire you to hear the testimony of John the Baptist on this im-
portant matter.

TESTIMONY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.

The World ;—John, you told us on two former occasions that you were
sent of God to prepare the way for His Only Begotten Son. What did you
teach the people they had to do in order to be accepted of the Lord and ad-
mitted into His kingdom?

John :—1I told them that they would have to repent, and be baptized in
water for the remission of their sins. I promised the people that, if they
would do these things, when Christ would come He would baptize them with
a higher baptism—the baptism of the Holy Ghost and of fire. (Matt 3: 11

The World :—You baptized the Christ?

John:—I did. The ordinance was performed in the river Jordan. Assoon
as Jesus came up out of the water the heavens were opened and the Spirit
of God descended like a dove and rested upon Him,and then was heard the
voice of God out of heaven, saying, “Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased.” (Mark 1: 9-11) Thus was Jesus born of the water and
of the Spirit, and all men must follow the example of the Redeemer of the
world if they expect to become heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus
Christ,

The World :—Did you promise the Holy Ghost to all those whom you bap-
tized !

John:—I did. I said to them, “I indeed baptize you with water unto
repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I
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am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with
fire,” (Matt, 3: 11.)

The World :—You are excused, John.

Latter-day Saints:—Our next witness is the Apostle John.

TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLE JOHN.

The World :—You are an Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ?

John:—I am.

The World :—John the Baptist promised those who believed in Christ and
who had repented and been baptized for the remission of their sins that the
Messiah would baptize them with the Holy Ghost and with fire. Did you
you receive that higher baptism !

John :—T did, but not until Christ had fulfilled His mission and had re-
turned to His Father. While the Savior was with us He was our Teacher,
our Guide and our Comforter; but when He'ascended up on high we re-
ceived from the Father the other Comforter, the Holy Ghost, who was to
apide within us forever. During His sojourn with us, Jesus referred quite
often to the Divine Spirit which His Father would confer upon == after His
departure. On different occasions He said to us: “ But the Comforter, which
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach
you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you.” (John 14: 26.) “But when the Comforter is come, whom
1 will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which pro-
ceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me.” (John 15: 26.) “Howbeit
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he
shall not speak of himself ; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak :
and he will show you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall re-
ceive of mine, and shall show it unto you.” (John 1€:13,14.) “And when
they bring unto you the synagogues, and unto the magistrates, and powers,
take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall say:
for the Holy Ghost shall teach you in that same hour what ye ought to say.”
(Luke 12: 11, 12). “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedient for
you that I go away ; for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto
you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you” (John 16: 7.) “And,
behold, [ send the promise of my Father unto you: but tarry ye in the city
of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.” (Luke 24: 49).

The World:—How was the Holy Ghost conferred upon the people?

John:—Through prayer and by the imposition of hands.

The World:—Did you receive the Holy Ghost in this manner?

John:—I did, and so did the rest of the Apostles. Jesus said to us, “And
I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may
abide with you forever.” (John 14:16) He led us out as far as Bethany,
where He lifted up His hands and blessed us; He then breathed on us, and
said, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost,” (Luke 24: 50; John 20: 22.)

The World :—That is all, John.

Latter-day Saints:—Our next witness, the Apostle Peter, is ready to be
examined.

The World :—We will listen to his testimony.
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PETER TESTIFIES,

The World:—Did you also receive from Christ the promise of the Holy
Ghost

Peter:—I did. After His resurrection, the Lord appeared to us as we were
assembled together, and commanded us that we should not depart from Jeru-
salem, but wait for the promise of the Father, “which,” said He, “ye have
heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized
with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” (Acts 1:4,5.)

The World :—When did you receive the gift of the Holy Ghost?

Poter:—On the day of Pentecost. The Apostles were assembled together,
and suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind,
and it filled all the house where we were sitting. And there appeared unto
us cloven tongues like of as fire, and it sat upon each of us. And we were
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the
Spirit gave us utterance. (Acts 2: 2-4.)

The World :—Were the Apostles the only.ones who received the Holy Ghost ?

Poter: —They were not. The Lord is not a respecter of persons; in every
nation he that feareth God and keepeth His commandments is accepted of
Him. John assured all his baptized converts that they would receive the
baptism of the Holy Ghost. After being endowed with the Divine Spirit,
the Apostles stood up before a great multitude of people and bore witness of
the resurrretion of Corist. Thousands of people, on beholding the glorious
outpouring of the Holy Ghost, and perceiving the power by which we spake,
were pricked in their hearts, and cried out, “Men and brethren, what shall
we do1” This is what I said unto them, ‘ Repent, and be baptized every vne
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the Remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall
call” (Acts 2:38, 390.)

The World:—Did Christ give you authority to confer the Holy Ghost upon
those who believed on your words and obeyed the Gospel !

Peter :—He did, and also to the other Apostles. He said to us: “Bat ye
shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1: 8.) After His resurrec-
tion the Lord appeared unto us and commissioned us to go forth and preach
the Gospel. “Go ye into all the world,” said He, “and preach the Gospel to
every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; but he that
believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that be-
lieve; in my name they shall cast out devils; they shall speak with new
tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing it
shall not hurt them ; they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover.”
(Mark 16: 15-18.)

The World :—We have been taught that these signs were only to follow the
Apostles and the believers in that age; that they were given to assist in estab-
lishing Christianity ; and that when Christianity became established they
were done away with and were no longer needed.
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Latter-day Saints: —We know that that is the teaching of professed
ministers of the Gospel, but it is in direct opposition to the teaching of Christ
and His Apostles. “Christ places his preaching, believing, salvation, and
the signs that were to follow, all on an equal footing ; where one was limited,
the other must be; where one ceased, the other did. If the language limits
the signs to the Apostles, it limits salvation to them also. If no others were
to have these signs follow them then no others were to believe, and no others
were to be saved. If the language limits these signs to the first age or ages
of Christianity, then it limits salvation to the first ages of Christianity, for
one is as precisely as much limited as the other ; and where one is in force, the
other is; and where one ends, tha other must stop. As well might we say,
preaching of the Gospel is no longer needed ; neither faith nor salvation ; these
were only given at first to establish the Gospel, as to say, the signs are no
longer necessary, they were only given at first to establish the Gospel.”

The World :—Did the people who accepted the Gospel of Christ in the days
of your ministry receive the gift of the Holy Ghost?

Peter :— They did. The Lord confirmed the words of His servants by pour-
ing out His Holy Spirit upon those who repented of their sins and whe were
baptized by divine authority for the remission of their sins.

The World:—How was the Holy Ghost conferred!

Peter :—By prayer and by the imposition of the hands of authorized ser-

vants of God.
The World:—Can you refer us to an occasion when the Holy Ghost was

given to believers!

Peter:—On one occasion Philip went down to Samaria and preached the
Gospel to the inhabitants of that city. “And the people with one accord
gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the mir-
acles which he did, For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came ont of
many that were possessed with them ; and many taken with palsies, and that
were lame, were healed. * * * When they believed Philip preaching the
things eoncerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they
were baptized, both men and women.” (Acts 8:5-7, 12) While Philip had
authority to preach the Gospel, and also to baptize, he did not have anthority
to confer the Holy Ghost. He, therefore, sent word to the Apestles at Jeru-
salem, acquainting them of the work which he had performed in Samaria,
and requesting them to send men endowed with higher authority, to confirm the
baptized converts and to pray for them that they might receive the Holy
Ghost. John and I were sent down to Samaria, and when we met with the
converts there we prayed for them, after which we laid our hands upon them,
and the Holy Ghost came upon them. (Acts 8:14-17)

The World :—We will now excuse you, Peter,

Latter-day Saints:—We have another valuable witness, the Apostle Paul.

The World :—We are ready to hear his testimony.

TESTIMONY OF PAUL.

The World:—.Paul, after your conversion did you receive the gift of the

Holy Ghost1
Panl:—I did. Ananias, being sent of the Lord, eame to me in Damascus,
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and placing his hands upon me, said: “Brother Saul, the Lord, even J.sus,
that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, has sent me, that thou
mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 9:17.)

The World:—Did anyone ever receive the Holy Ghost under your admin-
istration!

Paul:—Yes, many. On one occasion, while Apollos was at Corinth, I
passed throngh the upper coasts and came to Ephesus. There I found
certain disciples who told me that they had been baptized. I asked them
if they had received the Holy Ghost since they believed, and they answered
that they had not—that they had not even heard of the Holy Ghost. I asked
them with what baptism they had been baptized, and they replied, “Unto
John’s baptism.” T told them that Joha verily baptized with the baptism of
repentance, saying unto the people that they should believe on Him which
should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. I then laid my hands upon
them and prayed for them that the Lord would bestow upon them His Holy
Spirit. The Lord hearkened unto my prayer and acknowledged my adminis-
tration, for the Holy Ghost came upon them and they spake with tongues
and prophesied. (Acts 19: 1-6). Timothy 2lco received this precions gift
by the laying on of my hands. (II. Tim.1:6.)

The World :—How does the Holy Ghost operate upon those who receive it?

Paul :—In divers ways. “Therearediversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.
But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.
For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom ; to another the word of
knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit ; to an-
other the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; to another the working of
miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to an-
other divers kinds of tongues ; to another the interpretation of tongues; but
all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man
severally as he will” (I.Cor. 12:4-11.) All these gifts, and many others,
were enjoyed by the primitive Christians, and were inseparably connected
with the true Gospel of Ckrist.

The World:—Did you not write an epistle to the Corinthian saints in
which you told them that the gifts of prophecy, tongues, etc,, would cease!

Paul:—Idid. I told them that such gifts would cease when that which
is perfect should come. 1 read from my epistle: “Charity never faileth: but
whether there be prophecies, they shall fail ; whether there be tongues, they
shall cease ; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know
in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come,
then that which is in part shall be done away. * * * Fornow we see
through a glass, darkly ; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then
shall I know even as I am known.” (L. Cor. 13:8-10, 12.) I wrote an
epistle to the Ephesians, in which I told them that the spiritual gifts which
Christ had placed in His Church were to continue “ti// we all come to the
unity of the faith” The following is an extract from my epistle : “Wherefore
he saith, when he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave
giftaunto men.” *And he gave some, apostles ;and some, prophets ; and some,
evangelists ; and some, pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting of the saints,
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for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the San of God,
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.”
(Eph. 4: 8, 11-13.)

The World:—The witness is excased. (To the Latter-day Saints):—Do
the members of your Church enjoy the gifts of the Holy Ghost?

Latter-day Saints:—They do. *We believe in the gifts of the Holy Ghost
being enjoyed now as much as they were in the days of the Apostles; we
believe that the revelations of the Holy Ghost are necessary to organize the
Priesthood ; that no man can be called to fill any office in the ministry with-
out it; we also believe in prophecy, in tongues, in visions, in revelations, in
healings ; and that these things cannot be enjoyed without the Holy Ghost;
we believe that holy men of old spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,
and that holy men in these days speak by the same power; we believe in its
being a comforter and a witness-bearer ; that it brings things past to our re-
membrance, leads us into all trath, and shows us of things to come we
believe that no man ean know that Jesus is the Christ but by thc Holy
Ghost.”

The World :—Have you received authority from the Lord to confer the
Holy Ghost upon those who comply with the laws and ordinances of the
Gospel!

Latter-day Saints :—We have. The authority was conferred upon Joseph
Smith and Oliver Cowdery by the Apostles Peter, James and Tohn.

The World :—Have the gifts of the Holy Ghost been made manifest in this
dispensation?

Latter-day Saints:—They have. On the evening of March 27th, 1835,
Joseph Smith met the quornms of the Priesthood in the Kirtland Templeand
instructed them respecting the ordinance of the washing of feet, and in re-
lation to the spirit of prophecy. He called upon the congregation to speak,
and not to fear to prophesy good concerning the Saints ; “for if you prophesy,”
said he, “the falling of these hills, and the rising of the valleys, the downfall
of the enemies of Zion, and the rising of the kingdom of God, it shall come
to pass. Do not quench the Spirit, for the first one that shall open his mouth
shall receive the Spirit of propheey.” Brother George A. Smith arose, and
began to prophesy, when a noise was heard like the sound of a rushing mighty
wind, which filled the temple, and all the congregation simultaneously arose,
being moved upon by an invisible power ; many began to speak in tongues,
and prophesy; others saw glorions visions; and the Temple was filled with
angels, which fact the Prophet declared to the congregation. The people of
the neighborhood came running together, hearing an unusnal sound within,
and seeing a bright light like a pillar of fire resting upon the Temple, and
were astonished at what was transpiring.” (Compendium pp. 267-8.)

The World :—Do you promise the Holy Ghost to all those who repent and
obey the Ggspel which you preach?

Latter-day Saints:—We do. In sending forth His servaunts in these 1ast
days to proclaim the glad tidings of the Gospel of peace, the Lord said:
“Therefore go ye into all the world, and whatsoever place ye canuot go into
ye shall send, that the testimiony may go from you into all the world uanto
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every creature. And as I said unto mine apostles, even so I say unto you,
for you are mine apostles, even God's high priests; ye are they whom my
Father hath given me—ye are my friends; therefore, as I said unto mine
apostles I say unto you again, that every soul who believeth on your words,
and is baptized by water for the remission of sins, shall receive the Holy
Ghost ; and these signs shall follow them that believe. In my name they
shall do many wonderful works; in my name they shall cast out devils;
in my name they shall heal the sick; in my pame they shall open the
eyes of the blind, and unstop the ears of the deaf; and the tongue of the
dumb shall speak; and if any man shall administer poison unto them it
shall not hurt them; and the poison of a serpent shall not have power to
harm them. But a commandment I give unto them, that they shall not
boast themselves of these things, neither speak them before the world, for
these things are given unto you for your profit and for salvation. Verily,
verily I say unto you, they who believe not on your words, and are not bap-
tized in water, in my name, for the remission of their sins, that they may
receive the Holy Ghost, shall be damned, and shall not come into my Father’s
kingdom, where my Father and I am. And this revelation unto you, and
commandment, is in force from this very hour upon all the world, and the
gospel is unto all who have not received it.” (Doe. and Cov. 84: 62-75.) All
who will, with honest hearts, receive the message which we bear—the message
that God the Father has in these last days restored through the ministration
of angels, the everlasting Gospel—sball receive a testimony by the manifesta-
tions of the Holy Spirit of its divine anthenticity. And these manifestations
shall be such as to give them perfect knowledge of its truth.




VIIL.—BAPTISM. FOR THE DEAD,

LATTER-DAY Saints:—Before proceeding further, permit us to ask you a
question or two: Have we not proved, and that, too, beyond all controversy,
that a living, active and abiding faith in God the Father, and in His Only
Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, is indispensable to man’s salvation!

The World:-— You have shown that, in order for a man to please God, not
to mention being saved of Him, he must have faith in Him, and in His Son
Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world.

Latter-day Saints:—Have we not proven most conclusively that men must
repent of their sins and turn away from their iniquities before they can gain
access to the Kingdom of God1

The World :—Sufficient evidence has been given to prove that sincere and
genuine repentance must be exhibited in the lives of all men who hope for
salvation, for the decree has gone forth that no unclean thing can enter the
kingdom of heaven.

Latter-day Saints :—Have we not proven that the proper mode of baptism
is immersion, and that the object of baptism is for the remission of sins?

The World:—The testimony of your witnesses in regard to the mode, object
and essentiality of baptism cannot be refuted. Christ’s answer to Nicodemus—
“Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter the king-
dom of God”—should put an end to all discussion on that snbject.

Latter-day Saints:—Have we not proven that after a man has complied
with the ordinance of baptism, he must receive the Holy Ghost by the laying
on of the hands of authorized servants of God !

The World :—Such was the practice in the primitive church. After baptism
the Apostles confirmed the believers by the laying on of hands, with prayer,
and conferring the Holy Ghost.

Latter-day Saints:—These are the first principles of the Gospel of Christ,
and the Apostle Paul has declared that “though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other Gospel unto you than that whlch we have preached unto

you, let him be accursed.” (Gal. 1:8.)

The World:—You have laid before us in a most clear and convincing
manner the plan of salvation. Permit us now to ask you, What is to become
of those who have died in ignorance of the Gospel of Christ?

Latter-day Saints :—Our reply to that question is this: God is a God of
mercy und justice. He does not seek a erop where there has been no seed
sown. All those who have died in ignorance of the Gospel are in the hands
of Him whose nature and whose name is Love, whose desire is that all His
children may be saved and brought to a knowledge of the truth, He has
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made provision whereby the glad tidings of great joy which the angel brought
to the shepherds on the morning of the Savior’s birth shall be proclaimed
unto every son and daughter of God. The Creator has made of one blood all
pations that dwell on the earth. There is no respect of persons with God.
His glorious plan of redemption was not revealed for the benefit of a favored
class, When the angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds on the plains
of Juda:a, he said unto them, “Behold, I bring you glad tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people.” (Luke 2: 10.) Now, it is an undisputed fact
that millions had died before that time without having heard those good
tidings, just as millions have died since whose ears have never been saluted
with the good news of the Savior’s birth, and of the great redemption which
He purchased for the whole human family by the shedding of His most
precious blood. Who could be so lost to all reason as to think for a moment
that God would consign to everlasting punishment all those who died in
absolute ignorance of His divine laws? I now ask you, as Paul asked the
Roman saints, * How then shall they call on him in whom they have not be-
lieved ! and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard ! and
how shall they hear without a preacher?” (Rom. 10: 14.) But here is the
Apostle Peter, a recognized authority on the doctrine of Christ. Hear what
he has to say on the subject.

TESTIMONY OF PETER.

The World :—Peter, would you have us believe that the Gospel is preached
to those who die in ignorance of its divine truths?

Peter :—1 am surprised to hear you ask such a question when so much has
been written on the matter. Jesus Christ came, not to save the living only,
but the dead also. He declared that if He were lifted up from the earth Hea
would draw all men unto Him, (John 12: 32), and that the hour was coming
when the dead, as well as the living, would hear His voice. (John 5:25.)

The World:—Then, according to your testimony, Christ, after having
preached the Gospel to men in the flesh, went also and preached the same
Gospel to those who had died without having heard of its saving principles?

Peter ;—He did ; and not to them only, but also to those who rejected it
when it was preached to them on the earth.

The World :—This is certainly strange doctrine to us, Qur ministers have
pever taught us that the dead could be saved as well as the living.

Peter :—That is because they do not understand the Scriptures. The men
who wrote the Scriptures wrote as they were moved upon by the Holy Ghost,
and in order for men to understand the writings of the prophets and other
inspired servants of God, they must be in possession of the same Spirit, for
“the things of God knoweth no man but by the Spirit of God.” If you will
permit me, I will endeavor to make the Scriptures plain to your understand-
ing. Noah, as you all know, was a preacher of righteousness. He was called
by the Lord to preach the Gospel to the people of his generation. But they
refused to listen to his warning ; they turned deaf ears to his entreaties, and
at last the Lord came out in judgment upon them and destroyed them from
the face of the earth. But did He then cast them off foreverx No, indeed.
The Lord does not keep His anger forever. He had prepared a place for



44 THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS AND THE WORLD.

them, for in His house there are many mansions, He had prepared a prison-
house for the wicked and rebellious, and when the antedeluvians were des-
troyed in the flesh, their spirits were shut up in the Lord’s prison-house,
were they were kept for thousands of years, or in other words, till they had
paid the uttermost farthing.

The World:—And did those people have the opportunity afterwards of
again hearing the Gospel?

Peter :—I am coming to that. T told you that the spirits were shut up in
prison for thousands of years. Now, I do not ask you to accept of my testi-
mony alone concerning this matter. I am going to read to yon what Tsaiah
the Prophet has written concerning the Lord’s prison-house and its inmates.
Here are his words: “And they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are
gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, and after many days
shall they be visited.” (Isaiah 24:22). Now, let us stop for a moment and
analyze this Scripture. There is a depth of meaning in it, I assure you.
Writing was not done with such ease in [saiah’s time as it is to-day. The
prophet did not pen the words which I have read just for pastime—they were
written for,our profit and learning. He pointed out most clearly the fate of
those who would not hearken to the voice of the Lord or of His servants, but
spent the days of their probation in gratifying their carnal appetites. They
were to be gathered together as prisoners, and shut up ina prison, where they
were to be confined for many days. But they were not to be left without
hope. . The promise was made that when they had paid the penalty for their
misdeeds they would be visited, This, according to the words of the prophet
was part of Christ’s missionary work: He was to preach redemption not only
to the living, but to the dead as well; He was to visit the prisoners in the
prison-house and preach deliverance to them. I quote again from his writings:
“ the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will
keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gen-
tiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and
them that sit in darkness out of the prison-house.” (Isaiah 42: 6, 7.) Now,
1 desire to remind you that Christ confirmed this prophecy of Isaiah. He
told the people that it referred to Him, and that it would be fulfilled in Him,
Standing up in the synagogue in Nazareth one Sabbath day He quoted
Isaiah’s prophecy, as follows: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal
the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the ac-
ceptable year of the Lord.” (Luke 4: 18, 19). So, you see that part of
Christ’s work was to preach deliverance to the captives, and open the prison
to those who were bound.

The World :— When did the Messiah perforin that work?

Peter :—During the three days that His body lay in the tomb.

The World :—Was His Spirit not with His Father during that time?

Peter :—According to Christ’s own testimony it was not. When the Lord
appeared to Mary, after His resurrection, He told her to touch Him not, for
He had not yet ascended to His Father. (John 20: 17.) In two epistles
which I wrote to the Saints in early days I made special reference to Christ’s
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visit to the spirits in prison. This is what I said:* For Christalso hath once
suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being
put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: by which also he went
and preached unto the spirits in prison; which sometime were disobedient,
when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the
ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.”
(L. Peter 3:18-20.) *‘For for this cause was the Gospel preached also to them
that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but
live according to God in the spirit.” (I. Peter 4: 6). While this doctrine
may be strange to you, it was quite well understood by the Saints in former
days.

The World:—We thank you, Peter, for your testimony.

Latter-day Saints:—Before calling another witness we will quote to youn
the comments of Professor A. Hinderkoper, a German writer, and Bishop
Alford, on the words of Peter The former says: “In the second and thira
centuries every branch and division of the Christian Church, so far as their
records enable us to judge, believed that Christ preached to the departed
spirits.” (Haley’s Discrepancies of the Bible.) Bishop Alfordsays: “I under-
stand these words (I. Peter 3: 19) to say that our Lord in his disembodied
state, did go to the place of detention of departed spirits, and did there an-
nounce his work of redemption ; preach salvation in fact, to the disembodied
spirits of those who refused to obey the voice of God when the judgement of
the flood was hanging over them.” We now respectfully ask you to listen to
what the Apostle Paul has to say on this matter.

PAUL'S EVIDENCE.

The World:—Paul, do you believe that the Gospel is peeached to men after
they depart this life?

Paul:—I do. [ corroborate all that the Apostle Peter has said concerning
salvation for the dead. This doctrine was well understood by the people in
our day. Jesus, you rcmember, told Nicodemus thatexcept a man were born
of water and of the Spirit, he could not enter the kingdom of God. Now, in
those days the people asked the same question that many people ask to-day,
“If baptism is essential to salvation, what is to become of those who have
died without having been baptized?” Had the Lord failed to make provision
for such people, it would have revealed an imperfection in the plan of salvation,
which is not the case, for “the law of the Lord is perfect.” Peter has told
you that the Gospel was preached to the dead; I taught the people the doc-
rine of baptism for the dead. Here is what I wrote to the Corinthians;
“Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not
at allt why are they then baptized for the dead!” (L Cor. 15: 29.) The
Saints in former times believed in and performed a vicarious work for the
dead—they were baptized for their dead. But after the death of the Apostles
men transgressed the laws and changed the ordinances of the Gospel, in con-
sequence of which darkness covers the earth and gross darkness the minds of
the people.

The World :—You are excused, Paul.

Latter-day Saints (1o the World):—We desire to call your attention to a
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prophecy which was made by Malachi. He propheeied as follows : “ Behold, I
will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful
day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children,
and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth
with a curse.” (Mal. 4: 5, 6). Now, we testify to you, in al soberness, that
this prophecy has been literally fulfilled. On the 3rd day of April, 1836, the
Prophet Elijah appeared to Joseph Smithand Oliver Cowdery in the Kirtland
Temple. Addressing them he said: “Behold, the time has fully come, which
was spoken of by the mouth of Malachi; testifying that I should be sent
before the great and dreadful day of the Lord come, to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the children to the fathers, lest the whole earth
be smitten with a curse. Therefore the keys of this dispensation are com-
mitted into your hands, and by this ye may know that the great and dreadful
day of the Lord is near, evenat the doors.” We have built a number of tem-
ples, in which baptism and other ordinances have been performed in behalf
of millions of our dead relatives and friends. This is also in fulfillment of
the prophecy of Micah, who said: “But in the last days it shall come to pass,
that the mountain of the house of the Lurd shall be established in the top of
the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow
unto it. And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to
the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of J acob -and he will
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth
of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” (Micah 4:1,2.) The
work for the dead is still in progress. Tha hearts of the fathers are being
turned to the children, and the hearts of the children to the fathers. Blessed
are all those who engage in this glorious work, for great shall be their joy
when they meet their loved ones who have passed beyond the veil, and for
whom they stood as saviers upon Mount Zion.




VIII.—DIVINE AUTHORITY.

Tae WorLp (to the Latter-day Saints):—Do you claim to have received
authority from the Lord to preach the Gospel and administer in the ordin-
ances thereof !

Latter-day Saints:—We do. The Lord has in these last days restored,
through the ministering of angels, both the Aaronic and Melchisedek Priest-
hood, empewering His servants to preach the Gospel, baptize repentant be-
lievers for the remission of their sins, confirm them members in His Charch,
and by prayer and the imposition of hands call down upon them the Holy
Ghost.

The World :—Must a man be called of God and divinely appointed before
he can preach acceptably the Gospel of Jesus Christ?

Latter-day Saints:—He must, as the Apostle Paul and others will testify.

TESTIMONY OF PAUL.

The World :—Paul, do you consider it absolutely necessary in order for a
man to preach the Gospel and administer in its ordinances, for him to be
called of God and ordained by those holding divine anthority?

Paul:—I do, In every dispensation of the world the Lord has chosen cer-
tain men to represent Him among the people. These He called, either by His
own voice or by the voice of His servants whom He had previously chosen.

The World :—Can you cite us a few examples of the calling of men to the
ministry

Paul:—I can. The Lord called Noah to be a preacher of righteousness to
the people of his generation ; and when they would not hearken to the testi-
mony of His authorized servant, the Lord destroyed them from the earth.
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were called in like manner for the work which the
Lord had appointed them.

The World :—How were they called!

Paul :—They were called by direct revelation from heaven, the Lord speak-
ing to them by His own voice. To Abraham He said: “Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that
I will show thee: and I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless
thee, and make thy name great and thou shalt be a blessing; * * * and
in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” (Gen.12:13). Isaac and
Jacob were called in a similar manner. (Gen. 26: 2-5; 28: 10 15.)

The World :—Would it be improper for a man to preach the Gospel and
administer its ordinances without his having been divinely commissioned to
do so?

Paul:—It would, indeed. No man has a right to take such honor unto
himself except be be called of God, as was Aaron. Permit me toread a couple
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of extracts from my epistles to the Romans and to the Hebrews. This
is what [ said: “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not be-
lieved ! and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard ?and
how shall they hear without a preacher! and how shall they preach except
they be sent?” (Rom.10:14,15.) “Andnoman taketh this honor unto him-
self, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.” (Heb. 5:4.)

The World:—How was Aaron called to the ministry?

Paul:—He was called of the Lord through the Prophet Moses. As you
well know, the Lord spoke to Moses out of the burning bush, commissioning
him to go on a mission to Egypt and deliver therefrom the children of Israel.
Moses reminded the Lord that he had an impediment in his speech, when the
Lord said to him: “Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he
can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee; and when
he seeth thee he will be glad in his heart. And thou shalt speak unto him
and put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his
mouth, and will teach you what you shall do.” (Exodus 4: 14,15.) *“And
the Lord said to Aaron, Go into the wilderness to meet Moses. And he went,
and met him in the mount of God, and kissed him. And Moses told Aaron
all the words of the Lord who had sent him, and all the signs which he had
commanded him.” (Exodus 4: 2% 28.)

""he World :— When men are called of the Lord, through His inspired ser-
vants, to minister unto the people, is it necossary for them to be ordained and
set apart for their respective duties by the laying on of the hands of the Lord’s
servants? :

Paul:— It 1s. Such has been the practice in every Gospel dispensation.
Joshua, the son of Nun, was set apart, as directed of the Lord, through the
imposition of hands by Moses. Let me read to you what Moses has written
on this matter: “ And the Lord said unto Moses, take thee Joshua, the son of
Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay thine hands upon him; and set
him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation; and give him
a charge in their sight. And thou shalt put some of thine honor upon him,
that all the congregation of the children of Israel may be obedient. * * *
And Moses did as the Lord commanded him: and he took Joshua, and set
him before Eleazar the priest, and beforeall the congregation: and he laid his
hands upon him, and gave him a charge,as the Lord commanded by the hand
of Moses,” (Num, 27; 18-20, 22, 23)

The World:— Paul, in what way were you called to the ministry, and by
whom were you ordained !

Panl:—1 was called by the Holy Ghost, and was ordained under the hands
of Simeon, Lucius and Manaen. You will find a record of my call and ordi-
nation in the 13th chapter of the Actsof the Apostles, as follows : “Now there
were in the chureh that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers: as
Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and
Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. As
they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto T have called them. And when
they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them

away.” (Acts 13:1-3.)
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The World:—We have no further questions to ask you, Paul,
Latter-day Saints :—We now respectfully ask you to hear what the Apostle
Peter has to say on this very important subject.

PETER'S TESTIMONY,

The World :—Were you called of the Lord and ordained to take part in His
ministry

Peter:—I was. You will find an account of my call and ordination, as well
as that of the other eleven apostles, in the third chapter of Mark’s Gospel.
It is as follows: “And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him
whom He would: and they came unto him. And he ordained twelve, that
they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach.”
(Mark 3: 13, 14.) “Ye have not chosen me,” said Jesus, “but I have chosen
you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your
fruit should remain: that whatsoever you shall ask of the Father in my name,
he may give it you.” (John 15:18.)

The World :—Must a man be called of God and ordained by divine author-
ity before he can hold an office in the Church of Christ?

Peter:—He must. The death of Judas left a vacancy in the quorum of
Apostles. In choosing his successor we appealed to the Lord to manifest to
us His mind and will in the selection of a man to fill the vacancy., There
were two men, Barsabas and Matthias, whom we considered equally worthy
of the honor. We presented these two men before the Lord in prayer and
said, “Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, show which of these
two thou hast chosen. That he may take part of this ministry and apostle-
ship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own
place” (Acts1:24,95) It was revealed to us that Matthias was the Lord’s
choice, and he was appointed by unanimous vote,

The World:— Are we to understand from what you have said that it was
the desire of the Lord that apostles and prophets and all the other officers
should continue in the Chuarch?

Peter :—Such, indeed, was the desire of the Lord. If it had not -been, He
would not have appointed a successor to Judas.

The World :—Our ministers have told us that apostles and prophets are
not necessary in these days ; that they were placed in the Church to establish
Christianity, and that when Christianity was established they were no longer
needed.

Peter:—There is nothing in the Scriptures to warrant such an assertion.
On the contrary, it is most positively stated that the Lord put these officers
in the Church “for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ.” And they were to remain in the
church “till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the ful-
ness of Christ ; that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro,and
cacried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive” (Eph. 4:12-14.)

The World: —How was the primitive Christian Church organized 1

Peter:—It was “built upon the foundation of apostles and prophets, Jesus
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Christ himself being the chief corner stone.” (Eph. 2: 20.) The Lord placed
in the Church apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers, etc. (Eph.
4:11.)

The World:—The churches of the world are not organized after that
pattern?

Peter:—They are not. They were not established by Christ. Had Christ
established them, He would have put in them the same officers that He put
in the early Christian Church. The Churches of the world were establshed
by men. They are named after men. There is Saint Paul’'s Church, Saint
Peter’s Church, Saint Mark’s Church, Saint Luke’s Church Saint John's
Churech, ete.

The World:—There seems, therefore, to have been an apostasy from the
primitive Christian Church?

Peter:—There has been. The Scriptures are replete with prophecies con-
cerning the great apostasy which was to take place after the death of the
apostles, Permit me to call your attention to a few of them. Have you a
Bible at hand?

The World:— We bave.

Peter:—Turn to the fourth chapter of Paul’ssecond epistle to Timothy and
read what he prophesied concerning the apostasy that was to take place.

The World :—Paul prophesied as follows: “For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine ; but after their own lusts shall they heap
anto themselves teachers, having itching ears ; and they shall turn away their
ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” (IL. Tim. 4:3,4.)

Peter:—Now turn to the 29th chapter of Isaiah and read what the prophet
said concerning the state of the world in the last days.

The World :—Isaiah prophesied as follows: “Stay yourselves, and wonder ;
cry ye out, and cry : they are drunken, but not with wine ; they stagger, but not
with strong drink. For the Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep
sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath
he covered. Wherefore the Lord said, forasmuch as this people draw near
me with-their mouth, and with their lips do homor me, but have removed
their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of
men ; therefore, behold, I will proceed to doa marvelous work among this
people, even a marvelous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise
men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid.”
(Ieaiah 29: 9, 10, 13, 14.)

Peter:  How perfectly did Paul deseribe the condition of the world at the
present time! Instead of having inspired apostles and prophets to reveal to
them the mind and will of the Lord, and to teach to them the true plan of
salvation, the people have heaped to themselves teachers, having itching ears,
and they have turned their ears away from the truth and turned them unto
fables. When you think of the multitude of jarring and contending sects
that are in the world to-day, you can see how literally the prophecies of Paul
and Isaiah have been fulfilled.

The World :— Were Paul and Isaiah the only ones who prophecied eoncern-
ing an apostasy ! '

Peter :—They were not. There were many others who uttered similar pre-
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dictions, But I ask you to read what Isaiah further said concerning the
apostasy ; you will find it in the twenty-fourth chapter of his book.

The World : —Isaiah says: “The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants
thereof ; because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance,
broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore hath the curse devoured the
earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate ; therefore the inhabitants of
the earth are burned, and few men left.” (Tsaiah 24: 5, 6.)

Peter:—Notice the similarity in these prophecies: Isaiah prophecied that
the day would come when the people would transgress the laws, change the
ordinance, and break the everlasting covenant. Paul declared that the time
would come when they would not endure sound doctrine, but would heap to
themsel ves teachers, having itching ears, who would turn their ears away from
the truth and turn them unto fables, On another occasion Paul prophesied as
follows : “For I know this, thatafter my departure shall grievous wolves enter
in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise,
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.” (Acts 20: 29,
30) Paul lived to see the beginning of the terrible apostasy of which he
spoke. "I marvel,” said he, writing to the Galatians, “that ye are so soon
removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gos-
pel: which is not another ; but there be some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ.” (Gal.1:6,7.) I myself prophesied concerning
the apostasy. Here is what I said: “But there were false prophets also
among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who
privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought
them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow
their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil
spoken of. And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make
merchandise of you.” (II. Peter 2:1-3.)

The World:—The prophets and apostles truly foretold an apostasy, and
the divided state of Christendom—the hundreds of different sects and denomi-
nations, the numerous, conflicting theories which are being advocated by men
for the Gospel of Jesus Christ—bear incontrovertible testimony that such an
apostasy has taken place. Must this condition continue, or will there be a
restitution?

Peter:—There will be a restitution of all things spoken of by the mouth of
the holy prophets.

The World :—Do you think the Lord will ever send us Apostles and Prophets
to teach us the true Gospel of Christ as it was taught by Him and His in-
spired servants in ancient days?

Peter:—He will, for so He has declared. Here is the Apostle John ; I pray
you, hear what he has to say concerning the restoration of the Gospel in the
latter days.

JOEN'S TESTIMONY.
The World:—John, do you think we will ever be favored with new revela-
tion from God?

John: —Have you forgotten what Joel prophesied concerning the last days1
He said ; “ And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit
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upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old
men shall dream dreams, your yonng men shall see visions.” (Joel 2: 28.)

The World:—Then, we may look for prophets to be sent of God.

John:—Yes, and angels also will come down from heaven to restore that
which was lost.  You have heard already of the great apostasy that was to
take place; you have seen how the priuciples and ordinances of the Gospel
have been perverted ; you see the Christian world a Babel of Confusion. Tke
Lord knew that all these things would take place, and He decreed that in the
last days He would set His hand again to recover His people from their lost
and fallen state. He revealed to me that before His judgments were poured
out upon the inhabitants of the earth He would send an angel with the ever-
lasting Gospel, to be preached to every nation under heaven. Read, I pray
you, what I said concerning this matter in the fourteenth chapter of my book.

The World:— You wrote as follows: “And I saw another angel fly in the
midst of heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to preach”into them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,
saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of
his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven and earth, and the
sea, and the fountains of waters. (Rev.14:6,7.)

John:—Now, I advise you to look for the fulfillment of the things which
the Lord has spoken by the mouth of His holy prophets.

The World:—Thank you, John ; you are excased.

Latter-day Saints:—Now, we testify to you in words of soberness that the
angel which John predicted would come to the earth in the last days with
the everlasting Gospel, has come to the Prophet Joseph Smith. The Lord
also sent heavenly messengers to him and others, who conferred upon them
divine anthority, and instructed them concerning the restoration of the true
Chureh of Christ on the earth for the last time, preparatory to the coming of
the Son of Man. That Church has been organized after the primitive pattern.
Initare inspired Apostles and Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors and Teachers. It
teaches the very same Gospel that was tanght by Christ and His Apostles;its
members enjoy the same gifts and blessings that were enjoyed by the former-
day saints: they have the gift of prophecy, revelations, visions, healings,
tongues, interpretation of tongues, ete. And, if you desire to know the truth
of thesa things, we advise you to follow the exhortation of the Apostle
James, when he said, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth pot; and it shall be given him,”
(James 1:5)




