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much a romance as the celebrated work of Dean Swift, and
one is as worthy of credence as the other.

CHAPTER XV.
THE PROPHECIES OF THE BOOK OF
MORMON.

LET us now consider a few of the fulfilled prophecies of the

Book of Mormon. On page 581 it is stated: . ‘“‘And
behold ye [the translator] may be privileged that ye may shew
the plates unto those who shall assist to bring forth this work ;
and unto three shall they be shewn by the power of God ; where-
fore they shall know of a surety that these things are true.
And in the mouth of three witnesses shall these things be
established; and the testimony of three and this work * *
shall stand as a testimony against the world at the last day”’
(Ether v. 2-4.)

In the above we have the statement that three witnesses are
to be raised up by the power of God to testify to the truth and
genuincness of the book. At the commencement of the Book
of Mormon we have the testimony of these three witnesses—
Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer and Martin Harris—to the
fulfillment of the above prophecy. They declare that av angel
of God came down from heaven, who brought the plates and
laid them before their eyes. “‘Ah, but,” 8ays our opponent,
‘“‘what an easy matter it would be for an impostor like Joseph
Smith to conspire with three other men to fulfll the pro-
phecy?”  Such a thing is quite supposable to ignorant per-
sons unacquainted with the matter, but very improbable under
the circumstances as already shown. Or Joseph Smith might
even have deceived three men had he shown them the plates
himself; but not all the impostors in the world could bring an
angel down from heaven, or cause the Lord to declare with His
oWn voice that the plates were translated by His gift and
power. In this is the utter impossibility. As we have before
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shown these three men under all circumstances have borne one
continuous, undeviating testimony that they saw the angel and
heard the voice, and that their testimony in the Book of Mormon
is true. No amount of sophistry can persuade the sincere inves-
tigator into these matters that Joseph Smith had sufficient cun-
ning and dexterity, even if he had appliances, to deceive these
three men into the belief that they had actually seen an angel
descend from heaven and present them the plates for their exami-
nation. 'This is altogether too great a stretch for the imagina-
tion of an ordinarily sane person.

Tt is more difficult to select isolated passages from the pro-
phecies of the Book of Mormon than from those of the Bible;
for as a general thing they are so intimately associated with
the context that their force, power and meaning are surprisingly
weakened when quoted alone. Among the prophecies of Mor-
mon’s record that are partially fulfilled or are now in process of
fulfillment may be mentioned those relating to—

The carrying of the Book itself to the Indians, and their
acceptance of its truths.

The beginning of the gathering of the Jews to their ancient
home in Canaan.

The establishment of Christ’s Church, and the spilling of
the blood of the Saints by the wicked.

The great, increase of corruption among those who reject the
gospel message.

The formation of numerous powerful secret societies for the
purpose of murder, plunder and gain, and for the overthrowal
of governments and nations.

We append a few of these prophecies:

““And now behold, I say unto you, that when the Lord shall
see fit, in His wisdom, that these sayings shall come forth unto
the Gentiles, according to His word then ye may know that
the covenant which the Father hath made with the children of

_Israel, concerning their restoration to the lands of their inher-
itance, is already beginning to be fulfilled”” (I1[. Nephi

xxix. 1). .

“And then shall the work of the Father commence at that
day, even when this gospel shall be reached among the rem-
nant of this people [the Indians]. erily I say unto you, at
that day shall the work of the Father commence among all the
dispersed of my people; yea, even the tribes which have been
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lost, which the Father hath led away out of Jerusalem. Yea,
the work shall commence among all the dispersed of my
people, with the Father, to prepare the way whereby they may
come unto me, that they may call on the Father in my name.
Yea, and then shall t{;e work commence, with the Father
among all nations, in preparing the way whereby His people
may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance. And
they shall go out from all nations; and they shall not gooutin
haste, nor go by flight, for I will go before them, saith the
Father, and I will be their rearward” (777, Nephi xxi. 26-29).

‘‘And there are also secret combinations, even as in times of old,
according to the combinations of the devil, for he is the foun.
dation of all these things; yea, the foundation of murder, and
works of darkness, yea, and he leadeth them by the neck with
a flaxen cord, until he bindeth them with his strong cords for
ever’’ (1L Nephi xaxvi, 22).

‘‘And whatsoever nation shall uphold such secret combina-
tions, to get power and gain, until they shall spread over the
nation, behold, they shall be destroyed, for the Lord will not
suffer that the blood of His Saints, which shall be shed by
them, shall always cry unto Him from the ground for vengeance
upon them, and yet He avenge them not;

“Wheretore, O ye Gentiles, it is wisdom in God that these
things should be shewn unto you, that thereby ye may repent
of your sins, and suffer not that these murderous combinations
shall get above you, which are built up to get power and gain,
and the work, yea, even the work of destruction come upon
you, yea, even the sword of the justice of the eternal God shall
fall upon you, to your overthrow and destruction, if ye shall
suffer these things to be;

¢ Wherefore the Lord commandeth you, wh -n yeshall see these
things come among you, that ye shail awake to a sense of your
awful situation, because of this secret combination which shall
be among you, or wo. be unto it, because of the blood of them
who have been slain; for they ery from the dust for vengeance
upon it, and also upon those who built it up.

“For it cometh to pass that whoso buildeth it up, seeketh to
overthrow the freedom of all lands, nations, and countries; and
it bringeth to pass the destruction of all people, for it is
built up by the devil, who is the father of all lies; even that
same liar who beguiled our first parents; yea, even that same
liar who hath caused man to commit murder from the begin-
ning; who hath hardened the hearts of men, that they have
murdered the prophets, and stoned them, and cast them out
from the beginning”’ (Fther vii. 22-25).

‘“And no one need say, They shall not come, for they surely
shall, for the Lord hath spoken it; for out of the earth shail
they come, by the hand of the Lord, and none can stay it; and
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it shall come in a day when it shall be said that miracles are
donc away; and it shall come even as if one should speak
from the dead. .

¢And it shall come in a day when the blood of the Saints
shall cry unto the Lord, because of secret combinations and
the works of darkness;

““Yea, it shall come in a day when the power of God shall
be denied, and churches become defiled, and shall be lifted up
in the pride of their hearts; yea, even in a day when leaders
of churches, and teachers, in the pride of their hearts, even to
the envying of them who belong to their churches”’ (Mormon
vite 26-28).

“Yea, why do you build up your secret abominations to geb
gain, and cause that widows should mourn before the Loxd, and
also orphans to mourn before the Lord; and also the blood of
their fathers and their husbands to cry unto the Lord from the
ground, for vengeance upon your heads?

¢ Behold, the sword of vengeance hangeth over you; and the
time soon cometh that He avengeth the blood of the Saints
upon you, for He will not suffer their cries any longer”’ (Mormon
vat. 40-1).

Tor further information on this subject we refer our readers
to President George Q. Cannon’s admirable “Life of Nephi,”
wherein the prophecies of that ancient worthy are considered
in much detail, and with great care and plainness.

In conclusion to sum up the internal evidence, we will adopt
the words of Elder Orson Pratt:

+“Tf the historical parts of the Book of Mormon be compared
with what little is known from other sources concerning the
history of ancient America, there will be found much evidence
to substantiate its truth; but there cannot be found one truth
among all the gleanings of antiquity that claghes with the his-
torical truth of the Book of Mormeon.

“If the prophetical part of this wonderful book be compared
with the prophetical declarations of the Bible, there will be
found much evidence in the latter to establish the truth of the
former. But though there are many predictions in the Book
of Mormon, relating to the great events of the last days, which
the Bible gives us no information about, yet there is nothing in
the predictions of the Bible that contradict in the least, the pre-
dictions in the Book of Mormon

“If the doctrinal part of the Book of Mormon be compared
with the doctrines of the Bible, there will be found the same
perfect harmony which we find on the comparison of the pro-
phetical parts of the two books. Although there are many
points of the doctrine of Christ that are far more plain and
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definite in the Book of Mormon than in the Bible, and many
things revealed in relation to doctrine that never could be fully
learned from the Bible, yet there are not any items of doctrine
in the two sacred books that contradict each other or clash in
the least.

“If the various books which enter into the collection, called
the Book of Mormon, be carefully compared with each other,
there will be found nothing contradicting in history, in pro-
phecy, or in doctrine.

“If the miracles of the Book of Mormon be compared with
the miracles of the Bible, there cannot be found in the former
any thing that would be more difficult to believe, than what we
find in the latter.

“If we_compare the historical, prophetical and doctrinal
parts of the Book of Mormon with the great truths of science
and pature, we find no contradictions, no absurdities, nothing
unreasonable. The most perfect harmony therefore exists
between the great truths revealed in the Book of Mormon and
all known truths, whether religious, historial, or scientific.”’

APPENDIX.

MRS. MATILDA SPAULDING MCKINSTRY’S STATEMENT REGARDING THE “MANU-
SCRIPT FOUND:”
WASHINGTON, D. C. April 3rd, 1880.

So much has been published that is exroneous concerning the “Manuseript
Found,” written by my father, the Rev. Solomon Spaulding, and its suppesed
connection with the book called the Mormon Bible, I have willingly consented
to make the following statement regarding it, repeating all that I remember
personally of this manuseript, and all that is of importance which my mother
related to me in connection with it, at the same time affirvming that I am in
tolerable health and vigor, and that my memory, in common with elderly
people, is clearer in regard to the events of my earlier years, rather than those
of my maturer life,

During the war of 1812, T was residing with my parents in a little town in
Ohio called Conneaut. I wasthen in my sixth year. My father was in busi-
ness there, and I remember bis iron foundry and the men he had at work,
but that he remained at home most of the time, and was reading and writing
a great deal. He frequently wrote litile stories, which he read to me. There
were some round mounds of earth near our house which greatly interested
him, and he said a tree on the top of one of them was a thousand years old.
He set some of his men to work digging into one of these mounds, and I
vividly remember how excited he became when he heard that they had
exhumed some human bones, portions of gigantic skeletons, and various relics.




