PREFACE.

THE previous numbers of the FA1TH-PROMOTING SERIES
have consisted largely of the personal narratives ot men of
God living in these days, in which it has been shown how the
Lord preserves, protects, guides, inspires and directs His ser-
vants in this dispensation, and reveals His word and will to
them after the manuer and by like methods to those by which
He manifested himself to the righteous in the ages of the past,
demonstrating His unchangeableness and the validity of our
¢laim that we are His acknowledged people. With feelings of
intense joy, deep devotion and profound gratitude to Him, the
previous numbers of this Series have been read by thousands
of Latter déy Saints.” This little volume takes a somewhat
new departure. It treats of a book—a divine record, the irue
story of its discovery and translation, and of the falsehoods
thav have been invented, nourished and sown broadeast through-
out Christendom to blind men’s eyes to its real import. For
the Book of Mormon being true then Joseph Smith is a prophet
of God and “Mormonism’’ is the everlasting gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ; but if it were a forgery, as our enemies
assert, then would all our hopes be vain and our faith worthless.

The so-called ‘‘Spaulding story’’ has been for many years
past the last refuge of those who have undertaken to prove
that the Book of Mormon is not what it claims to be. All
other hypothesis have long since been committed to limbo as
too silly, too outrageous or too inconsistent even for a gullable
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anti-""Mormon’’ public. Inthis short treatise we have endeay-
ored to prove the utter untenability of this theory. We have
shown that the upholders of this myth are not only at variance
with each other, but that all their assertions are inconsistent
with the well-known facts associated with its discovery; and
when we proceed further to examine the internal evidence of
the baok we very soon discover that the conglomeration of
copjectures, guesses, suppositions, ete., of which this “Spauld-
ing story’’ is formed is ‘‘as unstable as water’’ and utterly
unworthy of belief.

The individual testimonies of the three witnesses gathered
from many authentic sources are an important feature of this
little work. With true Latter-day Saints they must inevitably
be a source of joy and consolation, and none who are honest,
be they ‘‘Mormons’’ or not, can rise from the perusal of their
simple statements without realizing a marked effect there-
from. They bear the impress of truth, sincerity and genuine-
ness in every paragraph.

In conclusion we dedicate these pages to God, to His people
and to all who love the right, trusting that their mission will
not be without effect in tbe spread of His righteousness and
the dissemination of His truth.

G. R.

Sarr Laxe Crry,

August 7th, 1883,



